ERMENIAN LEADERS
ANSWER DJELAL BEY

Call Turkish Consul’s Denial of
Atrocities a Mass of =~

Inaccuracies.
| YN S L

EXPLAIN FIGHTING AT VAN

Say Christlans There Acted In Self-
Defense—Protest Meeting To-
day at the Century;"l'heat‘r.e.'

Dr. M. Sfmbad Gabrie]l, President of
the Armeénian General Progressive Ab-
sociation,
ganization in the United StaYes,
Arshag D. Mahdesian of the Society: of
Armenians in America, issued replies

Trags last week by .Djelal Munif . Bey,

York, who branded as a fabrication the
report made by the American Commit-

tee on Armenian A.trc:citles, and added

whatever measures the Tur£s had been

compelled to take against the Armenlans

lv;ei'e dué to the hostile activities of the
tter.

Mr, NMgphdesian said that the Consul
Genergla statement was a mass of in-
accuracies, and was ‘' a feebla effort
on the part of Djelal Bey to prove his
countrymen guiltliess of the most terrible
atrogities committed against a whole
race of peoble in centuries.’’

“One statement that Djelal
makes,’”” said Mr. Mahdesian,

' which he knows to be inaccurate, is
when he refers to a visit to Vean made
by Noeel! Buxton, M. P. :in which he
gives the reader of his statement to
understand that Mr. Buxton visited the
¢city of Van after the present war start-
ed and, as he puts it, attempted to start

Bey

ernment. The visit he so cleverly cites
as a justification for what has hap-
pened ocourred many months before the
war ctarted, in the early part of 1914,
and nobody knows that better than does
Djelal Bey. Of course Mr. Buxton never
tried to start any uprising before the
gar, during the war or at any other
me.

Why Names Were Not Made Puablle.

‘““ Then again Djelal Bey asks why the
“committee, on which are such men as
| Bishop Greer, Cardinal Gibbons, Rabbj
' Wise, Oscar 8. Straus, and Cleveland H.
Dodge, did not give the names of the
people who had reported to them con-

cerning the atrocities tho Turks are now
committing against the "Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire. Well, I wi!l tell
him. It was because the committee
krnew that if thev did Djelal Bey would
cable all the names to Turkey, and that

the leading - Armenian ~or-
~and:

the Turkish Consul General in New

‘“and.

a' revolution against the Turkish Gov-

yesterday to the statement made to THEH |

|

would mean the death or the torture of
évery person named.

‘““ Horrible® as - wera the disclosures
made In tlie Teport of the Atrocitles
Committes it did not disclosa by any
means ‘all of the horrors of the present
situation, For inatance, it did not tell
of the mutilatiofr of young girls, the cute
tinﬁi:.x_p of thejr bodies, and the stringing
up the rmarket places of the poor re-
inadfs. of thelr bodies; with signs on the

per pound.’ A .metallik is one cent in
America, S
things they have resorted to to terrify
the "Armenian people, and it‘-has hap-
petied in Harput, {n Hadjim, in -Malltieh,
and other places. This information
cogg%s to us from absolutely tristwofthy
o ) , ot .
Ef *.And furthermore that report did not
‘state that the Turkish order to bombard
the ’‘dirty Armenian’ quarter 6f Van
wasg signed by an offlder with a German
name and that the bombardment was
directed. principally against the Ar-
menian saction and the reservations of
the -- American missionaries, and  that

-flags were riddled by the shots directed

by the officer with the German name.”’
Dr. Gabriel, who was one of the Otto-

man delegates to the Interngtional Red

1912, gaid: - . - .

Tt would seemy that the Turks have
only ° kiled'’ Greeks, Manorites, Bule
gars, Armenians, but naver massacred
them. The Turks have killed them when
fhey have rebelled ‘againft Turkish
rule. - The'
Turkish Consul, had risen with arm

thérefore they cotild not be reparded
 otherwise than rebels, and the Turkish
troops; after the recapture of the city,
could not be. éxpected to treat these
| revolutionists with tlaved hands. :

‘“ 8uch f{s the Consul's argument, It
“would be worth listening to if it were
‘not horridbly twisted to suit his case.
.The fact is that the Turks had already
ingugurated the new reign of terror
and massacre In the province of Van,
and Van was compelled by the course
of ‘herrowing évents ' to resort to seif-
defense. : Other towns'and villages had
surrendered thelr arms, believing in the
pled{;es of Turkish authorities that they
would rnot be molésted, and had been
put treacherously to the sword. The
Armenians of Van, warned by the ex-
perience of others, refused to give up
their arms,
revolutionary steps unti] the Turkish
troops began to attack them and bom-
bard their quarters, not .sparing even
thie houses of the American mission-
aries.

‘““ If some Armenlans in a city like
Trebizond were of the °suspected ele-
ments,’ they might be removed ‘ into the
interior of the country' to such prov-
inces as Sivas and Harput, which are
situated in the  very interlor of Asta
Minor, but why should all the 10,000
Armenians of Trebizond be evicted from
their houses, and even then why should
they be, men, women, and children,
dumped into the Black Sea? The Italian
Consul was an eyvewitness of this incon-
ceivable savagery. Who dares to deny
it? Ambassador Morgenthau telegraphed
from Conatantinople that the majority
of the Armenians in Turkey have been
killed. Would the Ambassador say so
if he wag not convinced of the certainty
of the fant®

‘“ How many does that majority mean?
At least 800,000, That is the number
mentioned. in the latest reports, And is
a very conservative figure. Everything
leads to belleve that the number of
victims is over one million.” .

Delegzations from more than a8 thou-

limbg. and.torsog marked * bir metallik *-
This 15 ‘one of the frightful

in hand against Turkish authority, and

|
|

1

!

during the bombardment five American

J

 Cross Cungress held in ‘Washington in

Armeniens in Van, says the!

But took absolutely no

' _ v . .
‘9and churches and religlous organizo-
tions will gttend the mass meethg to
be held teday at the Century Theatre
as g protest npainst the massaocre of Ar-
menians by the Turkse. They will repie-
gsent all denominations.

It was anuocunceéd yésterday that Cars
¢éinal Tarley had officially deésignated
Mpr. lavelle, rector of St. Patrick’s|
Calhedral, to reprosent him-at the mcet-
ing. Some of the speakers are mission-
aries and travelers who have just ar-
rived from the scene of the massaogrer.
Other spealters will be W. Bourke Cock-
ran, .Rabbi Stephen ‘S. Wise, and, Dr.
James .. Barten of Boston. ¥Hamilton
Holt will preside. ' _

The doors of the theatre. will be

o tickets are re-

Ehe New YJork Eimes
Published: October 17, 1915
Copyright © The New York Times

open at 8 o'clock. -
Iquired. '




