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Timeline

Before 1798
70 ce Roman conquest of the Jewish kingdom in Palestine
325 ce Adoption of the Nicene Creed as the official Christian profession of faith
622 ce The Muslim community flees Mecca for Medina (hijra)
630 ce The Muslim community return to Mecca
632-61 The Rashidun Caliphate (Mecca)
661-750 The Umayyad Caliphate (Damascus)
756-1031 The Umayyad Caliphate in Cordoba (Cordoba)
750-1258 The `Abbasid Caliphate (Baghdad)
910-1171 The Fatimid Caliphate (Mahdia to 969, Cairo)
1250-1517 The Mamluk Caliphate (Baghdad)
1517-1923 The Ottoman Caliphate (Constantinople)
1536 First of the Capitulations Treaties between France and the Ottoman Empire

Between 1798 and 1920
1 Jul 1798 Napoleon's landing in Egypt
1805-49 Muhammad `Ali's rule in Egypt
5 Jan 1820 The General Treaty of Peace establishing British dominance in the Gulf
5 Jul 1830 Establishment of French rule in Algeria
1834 Introduction of the tanzimat reforms
16 Nov 1869 The opening of the Suez Canal
1876 Introduction of the first Ottoman constitution
1878 Suspension of the Ottoman constitution
13 Jun-13 Jul 1878 Congress of Berlin
1881 Creation of the Ottoman Public Debt Administration (OPDA)
12 May 1881 Establishment of the French Protectorate of Tunisia
13 Jul 1882 Establishment of British rule in Egypt after the Battle of Tel el-Kebir 
1909 Reintroduction of the Ottoman constitution
1909-13 CUP control of the Ottoman government
30 Mar 1912 Establishment of the French Protectorate of Morocco
18 Oct 1912 Establishment of Italian colony in Libya
14 Jul 1915-30 Jan 1916 The Hussein-McMahon Correspondence
9 May 1916 The Sykes-Picot Agreement
2 Nov 1917 The Balfour Declaration
7 Nov 1918 The Anglo-French Declaration
8 Mar 1919-22 Feb 1922 The Egyptian Revolution
10 Jun-21 Jul 1919 The King-Crane Commission
28 Jun 1919  Treaty of Versailles
10 Aug 1920 Treaty of Sevres
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Between 1921 and 1945
24 Jul 1921 Establishment of the Emirate of Transjordan
23 Aug 1921 Establishment of the British Mandate of Mesopotamia (Iraq)
3 Jun 1922 The 1922 (Churchill) White Paper
24 Jul 1923 Treaty of Lausanne
26 Sep 1923 Establishment of the British Mandate of Palestine
29 Sep 1923 Establishment of the French Mandate of Syria and the Lebanon
29 Oct 1923 Establishment of the Republic of Turkey
1928 Muslim Brotherhood founded in Egypt
15 Apr 1936-30 Sep 1939 The Arab Revolt in Palestine
11 Nov 1936-18 Jan 1937 The Peel Commission (Palestine Royal Commission)
17 May 1939 The 1939 (MacDonald) White Paper
2-31 May 1941 Anglo-Iraqi War
25 Aug 1941 Anglo-Soviet invasion of Iran
22 Nov 1943 Lebanese independence
22 Mar 1945 Arab League founded

Between 1946 and 1970
17 Apr 1946 Syrian independence
25 May 1946 Jordanian independence
22 Jul 1946 King David Hotel bombing
7 Apr 1947 Baath Party founded in Syria
29 Nov 1947 UNGA Resolution 181
14 May 1948 Israeli independence
11 Dec 1948 UNGA Resolution 194
24 Dec 1951 Libyan independence
1951 Iraqi branch of the Baath Party founded
23 Jul 1952 Free Officers' Coup in Egypt
19 Aug 1953 US-backed overthrow of Mossadeq government in Iran
1 Nov 1954-19 Mar 1962 Algerian War of Independence
17 Nov 1954 Nasser becomes President of Egypt
1 Jan 1956 Sudanese independence
20 Mar 1956 Tunisian independence
7 Apr 1956 Moroccan independence
26 Jul 1956 Nasser nationalises the Suez Canal
29 Oct-6 Nov 1956 Suez Crisis
22 Feb 1958 Founding of the United Arab Republic
14 Jul 1958 Overthrow of Iraqi monarchy
15 Jul-25 Oct 1958 Civil war in Lebanon
27 May 1960 Military coup in Turkey
19 Jun 1961 Kuwaiti independence
28 Sep 1961 Dissolution of the United Arab Republic
3 Jul 1962 Algerian independence
1962-1970 Yemen Civil War
8 Feb 1963 Baàth Party coup in Iraq
21-23 Feb 1966 Baàth Party coup in Syria, leading to the split between the Syrian and Iraqi 
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branches of the Baàth Party
5-10 Jun 1967 The Six-Day War
Nov 1967 Opening of the Tehran Nuclear Research Centre
22 Nov 1967 UNSC Resolution 242
30 Nov 1967 South Yemeni independence
1968 Israel achieves nuclear weapons capacity
17 Jul 1968 Baàth Party comes to power in Iraq
1 Sep 1969 Muammar Gaddhafi comes to power in Libya
15 Dec 1969 Golda Meir elected Prime Minister of Israel (Labour-led coalition)

1970s
15 Sep 1970-5 Apr 1971 Black September clashes in Jordan
28 Sep 1970 Gamal abd al-Nasser dies
15 Oct 1970 Anwar Sadat appointed President of Egypt
13 Nov 1970 Hafiz al-Assad comes to power in Syria
12 Mar 1971 Military coup in Turkey
15 Aug 1971 Bahraini independence
3 Sep 1971 Qatari independence
30 Nov 1971 Iran takes possession of Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser Tunb islands
2 Dec 1971 UAE independence
5 Apr 1971 PLO moves to Lebanon
10 May 1973 POLISARIO Front founded
6-25 Oct 1973 October War
22 Oct 1973 UNSC Resolution 338
3 Jun 1974 Yitzhak Rabin elected Prime Minister of Israel (Labour-led coalition)
1975-90 Lebanese Civil War
31 Oct 1975 Morocco occupies positions in Western Sahara
10 Jun 1976 Syrian invasion of Lebanon
20 Jun 1977 Menachim Begin elected Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
14 Mar 1978 First Israeli invasion of Lebanon
17 Sep 1978 Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty signed
1 Apr 1979 Islamic Republic of Iran proclaimed
16 Jul 1979 Saddam Hussein becomes President of Iraq
24 Dec 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

1980s
12 Sep 1980 Military coup in Turkey
22 Sep 1980-20 Aug 1988 Iran-Iraq War
7 Jun 1981 Israeli attacks on Osiraq facility
6 Oct 1981 Sadat assassinated, succeeded by Hosni Mubarak
14 Oct 1981 Hosni Mubarak appointed President of Egypt
1982 Hezbollah founded
6 Jun 1982 Second Israeli invasion of Lebanon
18 Apr 1983 US Embassy bombing in Beirut
Jun 1983 Outbreak of Second Sudanese Civil War
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10 Oct 1983 Yitzhak Shamir appointed Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
23 Oct 1983 Beirut Marine Barracks bombings
13 Sep 1984 Shimon Peres elected Prime Minister of Israel (Labour-led coalition)
Sep 1986 Mordechai Vananu reveals Israel's nuclear programme
20 Oct 1986 Yitzhak Shamir elected Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
Mar 1987 Founding of Hamas
Dec 1987-Dec 1993 First intifada
15 Nov 1988 Palestinian Declaration of Independence
1989 Al-Qaeda formally established in Afghanistan

1990s
22 May 1990 Yemeni unification
30 Jun 1990 Omar al-Bashir appointed President of Sudan
2 Aug 1990 Iraq invades Kuwait
8 Aug 1990 US-led 'Operation Desert Shield'
17 Jan 1991 'Operation Desert Storm' is launched to remove Iraqi forces from Kuwait
28 Feb 1991 Iraq unconditionally accepts UN resolutions on Kuwait invasion
3 Apr 1991 UN Security Council Resolution 687
30 Oct 1991 Madrid Peace Conference
1992 Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda arrive in Khartoum, Sudan
1992 Founding of the Armed Islamic Group in Algeria out of members of the FIS
13 Jul 1992 Yitzhak Rabin elected Prime Minister of Israel (Labour-led coalition)
Aug-Sep 1992 First postwar elections in Lebanon
29 Dec 1992 First 'official' al-Qaeda attack targeting US servicemen in Yemen
26 Feb 1993 Al-Qaeda associates bombs the basement of the World Trade Center
20 Aug 1993 Signing of the Declaration of Principles from the Oslo Negotiations
1994 Beginning of Taleban military operations
25 Feb 1994 Settler Baruch Goldstein kills 29 Palestinians in Hebron
4 May 1994 Palestinian Authority formed
4 Nov 1995 Assassination of Israeli PM Shimon Peres by Israeli citizen Yigal Amir
22 Nov 1995 Shimon Peres appointed PM of Israel(Labour-led coalition)
Apr 1996 Israeli attacks on Hezbollah targets in Lebanon ('Operation Grapes of Wrath')
May 1996 Al-Qaeda expelled from Sudan, move to Taleban-ruled Afghanistan
18 Jun 1996 Benjamin Netanyahu elected Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
25 Jun 1996 Al-Qaeda bombing of the Khobar Towers, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
27 Sep 1996 The Taleban take Kabul
17 Jan 1997 Signing of the Hebron Protocol
8 Jun 1998 Bin Laden formally indicted by the US for conspiracy to attack US forces
7 Aug 1998 Al-Qaeda bombs US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania
20 Aug 1998 US aerial bombing of al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory in Sudan
23 Oct 1998 Signing of the Wye River Memorandum
16-19 Dec 1998 UNSCOM inspectors withdraw from Iraq
16-19 Dec 1998 'Operation Desert Fox'
1999 Founding of the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) in Algeria
6 Jul 1999 Ehud Barak elected Prime Minister of Israel (Labour-led coalition)
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2000s
7 Jul 2000 Israel withdraws from southern Lebanon
11-25 Jul 2000 Camp David negotiations
Sep 2000-May 2005 Second (al-Aqsa) intifada
28 Sep 2000 Ariel Sharon's visit to Haram ash-Sharif
12 Oct 2000 Al-Qaeda attack on the USSCole off the coast of Yemen
21-27 Jan 2001 Taba Peace Summit
7 Mar 2001 Ariel Sharon elected Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
11 Sep 2001 Al-Qaeda attacks on the United States
7 Oct 2001 'Operation Enduring Freedom' launched
5 Dec 2001 Bonn Agreement signed
27 Mar 2002 Arab League Peace Proposal
16 Jun 2002 Construction commences on Israeli security barrier
22 Jul 2002 Machakos Protocol ends the Second Sudanese Civil War
29 Jan 2002 President Bush's 'Axis of Evil' State of the Union Address
13 Jun 2002 Hamid Karzai appointed President of the Afghan Transitional Administration
24 Jun 2002 Road Map Peace Plan announced
Aug 2002 Information revealing Iran's nuclear facilities at Natanz and Arak
8 Nov 2002 UN Security Council Resolution 1441
2003 Al-Qaeda in Iraq founded
2003 Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb founded
Feb 2003 Outbreak of conflict in Darfur
19 Mar 2003 'Operation Iraqi Freedom' launched
9 Apr 2003 Baghdad falls to Coalition forces
21 Apr 2003 Establishment of the Coalition Provisional Authority
1 May 2003 Formal removal of Baàth Party from power
16 May 2003 CPA issues General Order Number 1 ('De-Baàthification')
22 May 2003 UN Security Council Resolution 1483
15-20 Nov 2003 Al-Qaeda bombings in central Istanbul, Turkey
4 Apr-1 May 2004 First Battle of Fallujah
8 May 2004 Transitional Administrative Law in Iraq
9 Oct 2004 Karzai elected Afghan President
7 Nov-23 Dec 2004 Second Battle of Fallujah
11 Nov 2004 Yasser Arafat dies
9 Jan 2005 Mahmoud Abbas elected head of the PA
30 Jan 2005 First post-invasion elections in Iraq
14 Feb 2005 Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri is assassinated in Beirut
26 Aug 2005 Gaza withdrawal
15 Oct 2005 Iraq's post-Baàth constitution adopted
23 Nov 2005 Ariel Sharon forms the Kadima Party
5 Dec 2005 Iraqi parliamentary elections
4 Jan 2006 Ehud Olmert appointed Prime Minister of Israel
25 Jan 2006 Hamas wins Palestinian legislative elections
12 Jul-14 Aug 2006 July war between Israel and Hezbollah
20 Jul 2006 Ethiopian invasion of Somalia
15 Dec 2006-14 Jun 2007 Fatah-Hamas conflict
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25 Dec 2006 ICU driven from Mogadishu
14 Jun 2007 Dissolution of the Palestinian Unity Government
25-31 Mar 2008 Battle of Basra
21 May 2008 Doha Agreement giving Hezbollah veto over government decisions
27 Dec 2008-18 Jan 2009 Israeli invasion of Gaza ('Operation Cast Lead')
Jan 2009 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula founded
31 Mar 2009 Benjamin Netanyahu elected Prime Minister of Israel (Likud-led coalition)
20 Aug 2009 Karzai re-elected President of Afghanistan

2010s
6 Jun 2010 Death of Khaled Said
31 Aug 2010 Last US troops leave Iraq
7 Dec 2010 Self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi
27 Dec 2010 First mass protests in Tunis
4 Jan 2011 Death of Mohamed Bouazizi
14 Jan 2011 Tunisian President Ben Ali flees to Saudi Arabia
9 Jul 2011 South Sudan formally secedes from Sudan after January 2011 referendum
25 Jan 2011 First mass protests in Cairo's Tahrir Square
11 Feb 2011 Egyptian President Mubarak resigns
11 Feb 2011 -30 Jun 2012 Egypt under the authority of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces
17 Feb 2011 Manama's Pearl Roundabout Protests cleared by Bahraini security services
22 Feb 2011 Mass protests re-occupy the Pearl Roundabout in Manama
23 Feb 2011 First mass protests in Bahrain
24 Feb 2011 First mass protests in Benghazi, Libya
27 Feb 2011 Resignation of Mohamed Ghannouchi as Tunisian Prime Minister
27 Feb 2011 Formation of the Libyan National Transitional Council
1 Mar 2011 Legalisation of Ennahda in Tunisia
7 Mar 2011 Dissolution of the Tunisian Secret Police
9 Mar 2011 Dissolution of the Constitutional Democratic Rally in Tunisia
15 Mar 2011 Dissolution of the Egyptian State Security Investigations Service
17 Mar 2011 UN Security Council Resolution 1973
19 Mar 2011 Egyptian constitutional reforms approved at referendum
23Mar-31 Oct 2011 'Operation Unified Protector' in Libya
25 Mar 2011 First mass protests in Daraas, Syria
16 Apr 2011 Dissolution of the National Democratic Party in Egypt
27 Apr 2011 Fatah-Hamas rapprochement (Cairo Agreement)
29 Jul 2011 Free Syrian Army formed
23 Aug 2011 Syrian National Council formed in Istanbul
24 Sep 2011 PA submits request for full membership of the United Nations
30 Sep 2011 Al-Qaeda leader in the Arabian Peninsula Anwar al-Awlaki is killed
20 Oct 2011 Death of Muammar Gaddhafi
23 Oct 2011 Tunisian Constituent Assembly elected
19 Nov 2011 Capture of Saif al-lslam Gaddhafi
28 Nov 2011-11 Jan 2012 Parliamentary elections in Egypt
21 Feb 2012 Presidential elections in Yemen
26 Feb 2012 Abd al-Rab Mansur al-Hadi becomes the President of Yemen
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28 Apr 2012 New Libyan electoral law
23 May-17 Jun 2012 Presidential elections in Egypt
25 May 2012 Massacre in Houla, Syria
14 Jun 2012 Egyptian Supreme Court annuls vote of parliamentary elections
7 Jul 2012 Elections in Libya
12 Jul 2012 Massacre in Tremseh, Syria
15 Jul 2012-present Syrian civil war
11 Sep 2012 US diplomatic compound attack in Benghazi, Libya
13 Jul 2013 Egyptian coup d'état
26-27 May 2014 Presidential elections in Egypt
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Country Profiles

Algeria

Overview

Area: 2,381,741 km2 (10th largest in the world)

Population: 39,542,166 (July 2015; 34th largest in the world)

Capital city: Algiers

Largest city: Algiers (3,415,811 people as of 2011)

Currency: Algerian dinar

Independence: 5 July 1962 (from France)

Ethnic Groups: Arab-Berber 99%, European less than 1%

Languages: Arabic (official), French (lingua franca), Berber dialects

Religions: Muslim (official; predominantly Sunni) 99%, other  <1%

Human Development Index: 0.717/1.000 (2014; 93th in the world)

Internet users: 6.5 million as of 2014 (16.7% of population)

Literacy: 80.2% (73.1% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 2
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.83
117th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Page 15 of 139



Brief History

After more than a century of rule by France, Algerians fought through much of the 1950s to achieve 
independence in 1962. Algeria's primary political party, the National Liberation Front (FLN), was 
established in 1954 as part of the struggle for independence and has largely dominated politics since. 
The Government of Algeria in 1988 instituted a multi-party system in response to public unrest, but the 
surprising first round success of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in the December 1991 balloting led 
the Algerian army to intervene and postpone the second round of elections to prevent what the secular 
elite feared would be an extremist-led government from assuming power. The army began a crackdown 
on the FIS that spurred FIS supporters to begin attacking government targets. Fighting escalated into an 
insurgency, which saw intense violence from 1992-98, resulting in over 100,000 deaths - many 
attributed to indiscriminate massacres of villagers by extremists. The government gained the upper hand 
by the late-1990s, and FIS's armed wing, the Islamic Salvation Army, disbanded in January 2000.

Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA, with the backing of the military, won the presidency in 1999 in an election 
widely viewed as fraudulent. He was reelected to a second term in 2004 and overwhelmingly won a 
third term in 2009, after the government amended the constitution in 2008 to remove presidential term 
limits. Longstanding problems continue to face BOUTEFLIKA, including large-scale unemployment, a 
shortage of housing, unreliable electrical and water supplies, government inefficiencies and corruption, 
and the continuing activities of extremist militants.

The Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) in 2006 merged with al-Qa'ida to form al-Qa'ida 
in the Lands of the Islamic Maghreb, which has launched an ongoing series of kidnappings and 
bombings targeting the Algerian Government and Western interests. The government in 2011 introduced
some political reforms in response to the Arab Spring, including lifting the 19-year-old state of 
emergency restrictions and increasing women's quotas for elected assemblies. Parliamentary elections in
May 2012 and municipal and provincial elections in November 2012 saw continued dominance by the 
FLN, with Islamist opposition parties performing poorly. Political protest activity in the country 
remained low in 2013, but small, sometimes violent socioeconomic demonstrations by disparate groups 
continued to be a common occurrence. Parliament in 2014 is expected to revise the constitution.

Economy

Algeria's economy remains dominated by the state, a legacy of the country's socialist postindependence 
development model. In recent years the Algerian Government has halted the privatization of state-owned
industries and imposed restrictions on imports and foreign involvement in its economy. Hydrocarbons 
have long been the backbone of the economy, accounting for roughly 60% of budget revenues, 30% of 
GDP, and over 95% of export earnings. Algeria has the 10th-largest reserves of natural gas in the world 
and is the sixth-largest gas exporter. It ranks 16th in oil reserves. Strong revenues from hydrocarbon 
exports have brought Algeria relative macroeconomic stability, with foreign currency reserves 
approaching $200 billion and a large budget stabilization fund available for tapping. In addition, 
Algeria's external debt is extremely low at about 2% of GDP. However, Algeria has struggled to develop
non-hydrocarbon industries because of heavy regulation and an emphasis on state-driven growth. The 
government's efforts have done little to reduce high youth unemployment rates or to address housing 
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shortages. A wave of economic protests in February and March 2011 prompted the Algerian 
Government to offer more than $23 billion in public grants and retroactive salary and benefit increases, 
moves which continue to weigh on public finances. Long-term economic challenges include diversifying
the economy away from its reliance on hydrocarbon exports, bolstering the private sector, attracting 
foreign investment, and providing adequate jobs for younger Algerians.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $551,8 billion (2014; 34th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $14,300 (2014; 107th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 4.1% (2014); 2.8% (2013); 3.3% (2012)

GDP composition: 8.6% agriculture, 48.3% industry, 43.1% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, phosphates, uranium, lead, zinc

Budget: $79.53 billion (revenues); $89.21 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 10.6% (2014); 9.8% (2013)

Exports: $62.1 billion (2014; 55th in the world)

Export commodities: petroleum, natural gas, and petroleum products 97% 

Exports partners: Spain 20.2%, France 9.3%, UK 8.8%, US 8.1%, Netherlands 6.9%, Canada 6%, 

Brazil 5.6%, Germany 4.3%, Italy 4.2%

Imports: $55.36 billion (52th in the world)

Import commodities: capital goods, foodstuffs, consumer goods

Imports partners: France 15.1%, China 11.6%, Italy 10.8%, Spain 9.9%, Germany 4.6%

See more about Algeria on the CIA World Factbook
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Bahrain

Overview

Area: 760 km2 (188th largest in the world)

Population: 1,346,613 (July 2015; 157th largest in the world)

Capital city: Manama

Largest city: Manama (411,000 people as of 2015)

Currency: Bahraini dinar

Independence: 15 August 1971 (from the UK)

Ethnic Groups: Bahraini 46%, Asian 45.5%, other Arabs 4.7%, African 1.6%, European 1%, other 

1.2% 

Languages: Arabic (official), English, Farsi, Urdu

Religions: Muslim 70.3%, Christian 14.5%, Hindu 9.8%, Buddhist 2.5%, Jewish 0.6%, folk religion 

<.1, unaffiliated 1.9%, other 0.2%

Human Development Index: 0.815/1.000 (2014; 44th in the world)

Internet users: 1.3 million as of 2014 (96.5% of population)

Literacy: 95.7% (93.5% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -10
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 2.87
147th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

In 1783, the Sunni Al-Khalifa family took power in Bahrain. In order to secure these holdings, it entered
into a series of treaties with the UK during the 19th century that made Bahrain a British protectorate. 
The archipelago attained its independence in 1971. Facing declining oil reserves, Bahrain has turned to 
petroleum processing and refining and has become an international banking center. Bahrain's small size 
and central location among Gulf countries require it to play a delicate balancing act in foreign affairs 
among its larger neighbors. 

The Sunni-led government has struggled to manage relations with its large Shia-majority population. In 
early 2011, amid Arab uprisings elsewhere in the region, the Bahraini Government confronted similar 
protests at home with police and military action, including deploying Gulf Cooperation Council security 
forces to Bahrain. Ongoing dissatisfaction with the political status quo has led to sporadic clashes 
between demonstrators and security forces.

Economy

Bahrain has made great efforts to diversify its economy; its highly developed communication and 
transport facilities make Bahrain home to numerous multinational firms with business in the Gulf. As 
part of its diversification plans, Bahrain implemented a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the US in 
August 2006, the first FTA between the US and a Gulf state. Bahrain's economy, however, continues to 
depend heavily on oil. In 2013, petroleum production and refining accounted for 73% of Bahrain's 
export receipts, 88% of government revenues, and 21% of GDP. Other major economic activities are 
production of aluminum - Bahrain's second biggest export after oil - finance, and construction. Bahrain 
continues to seek new natural gas supplies as feedstock to support its expanding petrochemical and 
aluminum industries. In 2011 Bahrain experienced economic setbacks as a result of domestic unrest, 
however, the economy recovered in 2012-14, partly as a result of improved tourism. Lower oil prices in 
2015 will likely exacerbate Bahrain’s budget deficit. 

GDP (purchasing power parity): $33.86 billion (2014; 102th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $51,700 (2014; 75th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 4.7% (2014); 5.3% (2013); 3.4% (2012)

GDP composition: 0.3% agriculture, 47.1% industry, 52.6% services

Natural resources: oil, associated and nonassociated natural gas, fish, pearls

Budget: $7.808 billion (revenues); $8.896 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 4.1% (2014)

Exports: $22 billion (2014; 39th in the world)
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Export commodities: petroleum and petroleum products, aluminum, textiles

Exports partners: Saudi Arabia 3.2%, UAE 2.1%, Qatar 1.8%

Imports: $14.28 billion (2014; 90th in the world)

Import commodities: crude oil, machinery, chemicals

Imports partners: Saudi Arabia 28%, China 10.1%, US 8.3%, Japan 6.2%, India 5.5%, Australia 5.2% 

See more about Bahrain on the CIA World Factbook
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Egypt

Overview

Area: 1,001,450 km2 (30th largest in the world)

Population: 88,487,396 (July 2015 est.; 16th largest in the world)

Capital city: Cairo

Largest city: Cairo (18.772 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Egyptian pound

Independence: 28 February 1922 (from UK protectorate status; the revolution that began on 23 July 

1952 led to a republic being declared on 18 June 1953 and all British troops withdrawn on 18 June 

1956); note - it was ca. 3200 B.C. that the Two Lands of Upper (southern) and Lower (northern) Egypt 

were first united politically

Ethnic Groups: Egyptian 99.6%, other 0.4% 

Languages: Arabic (official), English and French widely understood by educated classes

Religions: Muslim (predominantly Sunni) 90%, Christian (majority Coptic Orthodox, other Christians 

include Armenian Apostolic, Catholic, Maronite, Orthodox, and Anglican) 10%

Human Development Index: 0.682/1.000 (2014; 110th in the world)

Internet users: 42 million as of 2014 (48.3% of population)

Literacy: 73.8% (65.4% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -4
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy
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• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.16
138th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

The regularity and richness of the annual Nile River flood, coupled with semi-isolation provided by 
deserts to the east and west, allowed for the development of one of the world's great civilizations. A 
unified kingdom arose circa 3200 B.C., and a series of dynasties ruled in Egypt for the next three 
millennia. The last native dynasty fell to the Persians in 341 B.C., who in turn were replaced by the 
Greeks, Romans, and Byzantines. It was the Arabs who introduced Islam and the Arabic language in the 
7th century and who ruled for the next six centuries. A local military caste, the Mamluks took control 
about 1250 and continued to govern after the conquest of Egypt by the Ottoman Turks in 1517. 
Completion of the Suez Canal in 1869 elevated Egypt as an important world transportation hub. 
Ostensibly to protect its investments, Britain seized control of Egypt's government in 1882, but nominal 
allegiance to the Ottoman Empire continued until 1914. Partially independent from the UK in 1922, 
Egypt acquired full sovereignty from Britain in 1952. The completion of the Aswan High Dam in 1971 
and the resultant Lake Nasser have altered the time-honored place of the Nile River in the agriculture 
and ecology of Egypt. A rapidly growing population (the largest in the Arab world), limited arable land, 
and dependence on the Nile all continue to overtax resources and stress society. The government has 
struggled to meet the demands of Egypt's population through economic reform and massive investment 
in communications and physical infrastructure.

Inspired by the 2010 Tunisian revolution, Egyptian opposition groups led demonstrations and labor 
strikes countrywide, culminating in President Hosni MUBARAK's ouster. Egypt's military assumed 
national leadership until a new parliament was in place in early 2012; later that same year, Mohammed 
MORSI won the presidential election. Following often violent protests throughout the spring of 2013 
against MORSI's government and the Muslim Brotherhood, and massive antigovernment 
demonstrations, the Egyptian Armed Forces intervened and removed MORSI from power in July 2013 
and replaced him with interim president Adly MANSOUR. In January 2014, voters approved a new 
constitution by referendum and in May 2014 elected Abdel Fattah Al SISI president. Legislative 
elections are expected by the end of 2015.

Economy

Occupying the northeast corner of the African continent, Egypt is bisected by the highly fertile Nile 
valley, where most economic activity takes place. Egypt's economy was highly centralized during the 
rule of former President Gamal Abdel NASSER but opened up considerably under former Presidents 
Anwar EL-SADAT and Mohamed Hosni MUBARAK. Cairo from 2004 to 2008 pursued business 
climate reforms to attract foreign investment and facilitate growth. Poor living conditions and limited 
job opportunities for the average Egyptian contribute to public discontent, a major factor leading to the 
January 2011 revolution that ousted Mubarak. The uncertain political, security, and policy environment 
since 2011 caused economic growth to slow significantly, hurting tourism, manufacturing, and other 
sectors and pushing up unemployment. Weak growth and limited foreign exchange earnings have made 
public finances unsustainable, leaving authorities dependent on expensive borrowing for deficit finance 
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and on Gulf allies to help cover the import bill. Egypt's current Constitution passed in a referendum that 
took place in January 2014. 

GDP (purchasing power parity): $943.1 billion (2014; 24th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $10,900 (2014; 126th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.2% (2014); 2.1% (2013); 2.2% (2012)

GDP composition: 14.6% agriculture, 38.9% industry, 46.5% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, phosphates, manganese, limestone, gypsum, talc, 

asbestos, lead, rare earth elements, zinc

Budget: $65.48 billion (revenues); $99.14 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 13.4% (2014)

Exports: $27.15 billion (2014; 70th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil and petroleum products, fruits and vegetables, cotton, textiles, metal 

products, chemicals, processed food

Exports partners: Italy 6.7%, India 6.5%, Saudi Arabia 6.1%, China 5%, Germany 4.8%, Libya 4.8%, 

US 4.5%, Turkey 4.4%, France 4.2%

Imports: $55.26 billion (2014; 53th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and equipment, foodstuffs, chemicals, wood products, fuels

Imports partners: China 12.5%, US 7.8%, Italy 5.4%, Ukraine 5.1%, Turkey 4.8%, Germany 4.5%

See more about Egypt on the CIA World Factbook
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Iran

Overview

Area: 1,648,195 km2 (18th largest in the world)

Population: 81,824,270 (July 2015 est.; 19th largest in the world)

Capital city: Tehran

Largest city: Tehran (8.432 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Rial

Independence: 1 April 1979 (Islamic Republic of Iran proclaimed); notable earlier dates: ca. 550 B.C. 

(Achaemenid (Persian) Empire established); A.D. 1501 (Iran reunified under the Safavid Dynasty); 12 

December 1925 (modern Iran established under the PAHLAVI Dynasty)

Ethnic Groups: Persian, Azeri, Kurd, Lur, Baloch, Arab, Turkmen and Turkic tribes

Languages: Persian (official), Azeri Turkic and Turkic dialects, Kurdish, Gilaki and Mazandarani, Luri,

Balochi, Arabic, other

Religions: Muslim (official) 99.4% (Shia 90-95%, Sunni 5-10%), other 0.3%, unspecified 0.4%

Human Development Index: 0.749/1.000 (2014; 75th in the world)

Internet users: 22.9 million as of 2014 (28.3% of population)

Literacy: 86.8% (82.5% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -7
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 1.98
158th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Known as Persia until 1935, Iran became an Islamic republic in 1979 after the ruling monarchy was 
overthrown and Shah Mohammad Reza PAHLAVI was forced into exile. Conservative clerical forces 
led by Ayatollah Ruhollah KHOMEINI established a theocratic system of government with ultimate 
political authority vested in a learned religious scholar referred to commonly as the Supreme Leader 
who, according to the constitution, is accountable only to the Assembly of Experts - a popularly elected 
86-member body of clerics. US-Iranian relations became strained when a group of Iranian students 
seized the US Embassy in Tehran in November 1979 and held embassy personnel hostages until mid-
January 1981. The US cut off diplomatic relations with Iran in April 1980. During the period 1980-88, 
Iran fought a bloody, indecisive war with Iraq that eventually expanded into the Persian Gulf and led to 
clashes between US Navy and Iranian military forces. Iran has been designated a state sponsor of 
terrorism for its activities in Lebanon and elsewhere in the world and remains subject to US, UN, and 
EU economic sanctions and export controls because of its continued involvement in terrorism and 
concerns over possible military dimensions of its nuclear program. Following the election of reformer 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohammad KHATAMI as president in 1997 and a reformist Majles (legislature) in 
2000, a campaign to foster political reform in response to popular dissatisfaction was initiated. The 
movement floundered as conservative politicians, supported by the Supreme Leader, unelected 
institutions of authority like the Council of Guardians, and the security services reversed and blocked 
reform measures while increasing security repression. Starting with nationwide municipal elections in 
2003 and continuing through Majles elections in 2004, conservatives reestablished control over Iran's 
elected government institutions, which culminated with the August 2005 inauguration of hardliner 
Mahmud AHMADI-NEJAD as president. His controversial reelection in June 2009 sparked nationwide 
protests over allegations of electoral fraud. These protests were quickly suppressed, and the political 
opposition that arose as a consequence of AHMADI-NEJAD's election was repressed. Deteriorating 
economic conditions due primarily to government mismanagement and international sanctions prompted
at least two major economically based protests in July and October 2012, but Iran's internal security 
situation remained stable. President AHMADI-NEJAD's independent streak angered regime 
establishment figures, including the Supreme Leader, leading to conservative opposition to his agenda 
for the last year of his presidency, and an alienation of his political supporters. In June 2013 Iranians 
elected a moderate conservative cleric, Dr. Hasan Fereidun RUHANI to the presidency. He is a long-
time senior member in the regime, but has made promises of reforming society and Iran's foreign policy.
The UN Security Council has passed a number of resolutions calling for Iran to suspend its uranium 
enrichment and reprocessing activities and comply with its IAEA obligations and responsibilities, but in 
November 2013 the five permanent members, plus Germany, (P5+1) signed a joint plan with Iran to 
provide the country with incremental relief from international pressure for positive steps toward 
transparency of their nuclear program.

Economy

Iran's economy is marked by statist policies, inefficiencies, and reliance on oil and gas exports, but Iran 
also possesses significant agricultural, industrial, and service sectors. The Iranian government directly 
owns and operates hundreds of state-owned enterprises and indirectly controls many companies 
affiliated with the country's security forces. Distortions - including inflation, price controls, subsidies, 
and a banking system holding billions of dollars of non- performing loans - weigh down the economy, 
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undermining the potential for private-sector-led growth. Private sector activity includes small-scale 
workshops, farming, some manufacturing, and services, in addition to medium-scale construction, 
cement production, mining, and metalworking. Significant informal market activity flourishes and 
corruption is widespread. Fiscal and monetary constraints, following the expansion of international 
sanctions in 2012 on Iran's Central Bank and oil exports, significantly reduced Iran's oil revenue, forced 
government spending cuts, and sparked a sharp currency depreciation. Iran’s economy contracted for the
first time in two decades during both 2012 and 2013, and grew only slightly 2014. Iran continues to 
suffer from high unemployment and underemployment. Lack of job opportunities has prompted many 
educated Iranian youth to seek employment overseas, resulting in a significant "brain drain." In June 
2013, the election of President Hasan RUHANI generated widespread public expectations of economic 
improvement and greater international engagement. In connection with ongoing international 
negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program the limited sanctions relief for Iran provided under the Joint 
Plan of Action of November 2013, helped to forestall the decline in the economy in 2014.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $1.334 trillion (2014; 19th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $17,100 (2014; 96th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 3.0% (2014); -1.9% (2013); -6.6% (2012)

GDP composition: 9.1% agriculture, 40.7% industry, 50.3% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, coal, chromium, copper, iron ore, lead, manganese, zinc, 

sulfur

Budget: $60.46 billion (revenues); $63.25 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 11.2% (2014)

Exports: $95.71 billion (2014; 41th in the world)

Export commodities: petroleum 80%, chemical and petrochemical products, fruits and nuts, carpets, 

cement, ore

Exports partners: China 26.8%, Turkey 11%, India 10.6%, Japan 7.3%, South Korea 5.9%

Imports: $61.25 billion (2014; 49th in the world)

Import commodities: industrial supplies, capital goods, foodstuffs and other consumer goods, technical 

services

Imports partners: UAE 35.8%, China 18.6%, India 6.4%, South Korea 5.8%, Turkey 5.4%

See more about Iran on the CIA World Factbook
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Iraq

Overview

Area: 438,317 km2 (59th largest in the world)

Population: 37,056,169 (July 2015 est.; 40th largest in the world)

Capital city: Baghdad

Largest city: Baghdad (6.643 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Iraqi dinar

Independence: 3 October 1932 (from League of Nations mandate under British administration); note - 

on 28 June 2004 the Coalition Provisional Authority transferred sovereignty to the Iraqi Interim 

Government

Ethnic Groups: Arab 75%-80%, Kurdish 15%-20%, Turkoman, Assyrian, or other 5%

Languages: Arabic (official), Kurdish (official), Turkmen (a Turkish dialect) and Assyrian (Neo-

Aramaic) are official in areas where they constitute a majority of the population), Armenian

Religions: Muslim (official) 99% (Shia 60%-65%, Sunni 32%-37%), Christian 0.8%, Hindu <.1, 

Buddhist <.1, Jewish <.1, folk religion <.1, unafilliated .1, other <.1

Human Development Index: 0.642/1.000 (2014; 120th in the world)

Internet users: 2.8 million as of 2014 (7.8% of population)

Literacy: 79.7% (73.7% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 3
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy
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• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 4.23
111th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

Formerly part of the Ottoman Empire, Iraq was occupied by Britain during the course of World War I; in
1920, it was declared a League of Nations mandate under UK administration. In stages over the next 
dozen years, Iraq attained its independence as a kingdom in 1932. A "republic" was proclaimed in 1958, 
but in actuality a series of strongmen ruled the country until 2003. The last was SADDAM Husayn. 
Territorial disputes with Iran led to an inconclusive and costly eight- year war (1980-88). In August 
1990, Iraq seized Kuwait but was expelled by US-led, UN coalition forces during the Gulf War of 
January-February 1991. Following Kuwait's liberation, the UN Security Council (UNSC) required Iraq 
to scrap all weapons of mass destruction and long-range missiles and to allow UN verification 
inspections. Continued Iraqi noncompliance with UNSC resolutions over a period of 12 years led to the 
US-led invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and the ouster of the SADDAM Husayn regime. US forces 
remained in Iraq under a UNSC mandate through 2009 and under a bilateral security agreement 
thereafter, helping to provide security and to train and mentor Iraqi security forces.

In October 2005, Iraqis approved a constitution in a national referendum and, pursuant to this document,
elected a 275- member Council of Representatives (COR) in December 2005. The COR approved most 
cabinet ministers in May 2006, marking the transition to Iraq's first constitutional government in nearly a
half century. Nearly nine years after the start of the Second Gulf War in Iraq, US military operations 
there ended in mid-December 2011. In January 2009 and April 2013, Iraq held elections for provincial 
councils in all governorates except for the three comprising the Kurdistan Regional Government and 
Kirkuk Governorate. Iraq held a national legislative election in March 2010 - choosing 325 legislators in
an expanded COR - and, after nine months of deadlock the COR approved the new government in 
December 2010. In April 2014, Iraq held a national legislative election and expanded the COR to 328 
legislators. Prime Minister Nuri al-MALIKI dropped his bid for a third term in office, enabling new 
Prime Minister Haydar al-ABADI, a Shia from Baghdad, to win parliamentary approval of his new 
cabinet in September 2014. Sincer early 2015, Iraq has been engaged in a military campaign against the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) to recapture territory lost in the western and northern portion 
of the country.

Economy

During 2014, worsening security and financial stability throughout Iraq—driven by an ongoing 
insurgency, decreasing oil prices, and political upheaval—decreased the prospects for improving the 
country's economic environment and securing much-needed foreign investment. Long-term fiscal health,
a strengthened investment climate, and sustained improvements in the overall standard of living still 
depend on the central government passing major policy reforms. Iraq's largely state- run economy is 
dominated by the oil sector, which provides more than 90% of government revenue and 80% of foreign 
exchange earnings. Oil exports in 2014 remained relatively flat at 2.4 million barrels per day on average,
despite new production coming online at the West Qurna 2 and Badrah oilfields, because repeated 
attacks on the Iraq-Turkey pipeline reduced export capacity. During the second half of 2014, 
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government revenues decreased as global oil prices fell by more than 30%. Iraq's contracts with major 
oil companies have the potential to further expand oil exports and revenues, but Iraq will need to make 
significant upgrades to its oil processing, pipeline, and export infrastructure to enable these deals to 
reach their economic potential. The Iraqi Kurdistan Region's (IKR) autonomous Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) passed its own oil law in 2007, and has directly signed about 50 contracts to 
develop IKR energy reserves. The federal government has disputed the legal authority of the KRG to 
conclude most of these contracts, some of which are also in areas with unresolved administrative 
boundaries in dispute between the federal and regional government. In December, the federal 
government and the KRG agreed to sell oil exports from Kurdish-controlled oil fields under the federal 
oil ministry, in exchange for the central government paying $1 billion to the Kurdish Peshmerga forces 
and resuming budget transfers to the KRG that amount to 17% of Iraq's national budget. Iraq is making 
slow progress enacting laws and developing the institutions needed to implement economic policy, and 
political reforms are still needed to assuage investors' concerns regarding the uncertain business 
climate.. The government of Iraq is eager to attract additional foreign direct investment, but it faces a 
number of obstacles, including a tenuous political system and concerns about security and societal 
stability. Rampant corruption, outdated infrastructure, insufficient essential services, skilled labor 
shortages, and antiquated commercial laws stifle investment and continue to constrain growth of private,
nonoil sectors. Under the Iraqi Constitution, some competencies relevant to the overall investment 
climate are either shared by the federal government and the regions or are devolved entirely to local 
governments. Investment in the IKR operates within the framework of the Kurdistan Region Investment 
Law (Law 4 of 2006) and the Kurdistan Board of Investment, which is designed to provide incentives to 
help economic development in areas under the authority of the KRG. Inflation has remained under 
control since 2006. However, Iraqi leaders remain hard pressed to translate macroeconomic gains into an
improved standard of living for the Iraqi populace. Unemployment remains a problem throughout the 
country despite a bloated public sector. Encouraging private enterprise through deregulation would make
it easier for Iraqi citizens and foreign investors to start new businesses. Rooting out corruption and 
implementing reforms - such as restructuring banks and developing the private sector - would be 
important steps in this direction.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $522.7 billion (2014; 38th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $14,600 (2014; 109th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: -2.4% (2014); 6.6% (2013); 13.9% (2012)

GDP composition: 3.3% agriculture, 64.5% industry, 32.2% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, phosphates, sulfur

Budget: $101.4 billion (revenues); $94.58 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 16% (2014)

Exports: $94.43 billion (2014; 42th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil 84%, crude materials excluding fuels, food and live animals

Exports partners: India 22.2%, China 19.7%, US 14.6%, South Korea 10.1%, Greece 5.2%, Italy 4.3%
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Imports: $62.34 billion (2014; 47th in the world)

Import commodities: food, medicine, manufactures

Imports partners: Turkey 25.4%, China 15.6%, Syria 14.3%, US 4.6%, South Korea 4.5%

See more about Iraq on the CIA World Factbook
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Israel

Overview

Area: 20,770 km2 (154th largest in the world)

Population: 8,049,314 (July 2015 est.; 99th largest in the world)

Capital city: Jerusalem

Largest city: Tel Aviv-Yafo (3.608 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Israeli new shekel

Independence: 14 May 1948 (from League of Nations mandate under British administration)

Ethnic Groups: Jewish 75% (of which Israel-born 74.4%, Europe/America/Oceania-born 17.4%, 

Africa-born 5.1%, Asia-born 3.1%), non-Jewish 25% (mostly Arab)

Languages: Hebrew (official), Arabic (used officially for Arab minority), English (most commonly 

used foreign language)

Religions: Jewish 75%, Muslim 17.5%, Christian 2%, Druze 1.6%, other 3.9%

Human Development Index: 0.888/1.000 (2014; 19th in the world)

Internet users: 6 million as of 2014 (75.8% of population)

Literacy: 97.8% (96.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 1.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 10
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 7.63
36th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Following World War II, the British withdrew from their mandate of Palestine, and the UN proposed 
partitioning the area into Arab and Jewish states, an arrangement rejected by the Arabs. Nonetheless, an 
Israeli state was declared in 1948 and the Israelis subsequently defeated the Arabs in a series of wars 
without ending the deep tensions between the two sides. (The territories Israel occupied since the 1967 
war are not included in the Israel country profile, unless otherwise noted.) On 25 April 1982, Israel 
withdrew from the Sinai pursuant to the 1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty. In keeping with the framework 
established at the Madrid Conference in October 1991, bilateral negotiations were conducted between 
Israel and Palestinian representatives and Syria to achieve a permanent settlement. Israel and Palestinian 
officials signed on 13 September 1993 a Declaration of Principles (also known as the "Oslo Accords"), 
enshrining the idea of a two-state solution to their conflict and guiding an interim period of Palestinian 
self-rule. Outstanding territorial and other disputes with Jordan were resolved in the 26 October 1994 
Israel-Jordan Treaty of Peace.

Progress toward a permanent status agreement with the Palestinians was undermined by Israeli-
Palestinian violence between 2001 and February 2005. Israel in 2005 unilaterally disengaged from the 
Gaza Strip, evacuating settlers and its military while retaining control over most points of entry into the 
Gaza Strip. The election of HAMAS to head the Palestinian Legislative Council in 2006 froze relations 
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority (PA). Israel engaged in a 34-day conflict with Hizballah in 
Lebanon in June-August 2006 and a 23-day conflict with HAMAS in the Gaza Strip during December 
2008 and January 2009. Direct talks with the Palestinians launched in September 2010 collapsed 
following the expiration of Israel's 10-month partial settlement construction moratorium in the West 
Bank. In November 2012, Israel engaged in a seven-day conflict with HAMAS in the Gaza Strip. Direct 
talks with the Palestinians resumed in July 2013 but were suspended in April 2014. Three months later 
HAMAS and other militant groups launched rockets into Israel, which led to a 51-day conflict between 
Israel and militants in Gaza.

Economy

Israel has a technologically advanced market economy. Cut diamonds, high-technology equipment, and 
pharmaceuticals are among the leading exports. Its major imports include crude oil, grains, raw 
materials, and military equipment. Israel usually posts sizable trade deficits, which are covered by 
tourism and other service exports, as well as significant foreign investment inflows. Between 2004 and 
2013, growth averaged nearly 5% per year, led by exports. The global financial crisis of 2008-09 spurred
a brief recession in Israel, but the country entered the crisis with solid fundamentals, following years of 
prudent fiscal policy and a resilient banking sector. Israel's economy also has weathered the Arab Spring
because strong trade ties outside the Middle East have insulated the economy from spillover effects. 
Slowing demand domestically and internationally and reduced investment due to uncertainties caused by
the Gaza conflict in summer 2014 have reduced GDP growth to about 2% during 2014. Natural gas 
fields discovered off Israel's coast since 2009 have brightened Israel's energy security outlook. The 
Tamar and Leviathan fields were some of the world's largest offshore natural gas finds this past decade. 
The massive Leviathan field is expected to come online no sooner than 2017, but production from 
Tamar provided a one percentage point boost to Israel's GDP in 2013 and a 0.5% boost in 2014. In mid-
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2011, public protests arose around income inequality and rising housing and commodity prices. Israel's 
income inequality and poverty rates are among the highest of OECD countries and there is a broad 
perception among the public that a small number of "tycoons" have a cartel-like grip over the major 
parts of the economy. The government formed committees and has started splitting up the oligopolies to 
address some of the grievances but has maintained that it will not engage in deficit spending to satisfy 
populist demands. Over the long term, Israel faces structural issues, including low labor participation 
rates for its fastest growing social segments - the ultra-orthodox and Arab-Israeli communities. Also, 
Israel's progressive, globally competitive, knowledge-based technology sector employs only 9% of the 
workforce, with the rest employed in manufacturing and services - sectors which face downward wage 
pressures from global competition.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $268.5 billion (2014; 56th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $32,700 (2014; 50th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.8% (2014); 3.2% (2013); 3% (2012)

GDP composition: 2.4% agriculture, 25.7% industry, 71.9% services

Natural resources: timber, potash, copper ore, natural gas, phosphate rock, magnesium bromide, clays, 

sand

Budget: $73.44 billion (revenues); $81.82 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 6% (2014)

Exports: $63.21 billion (2014; 53th in the world)

Export commodities: machinery and equipment, software, cut diamonds, agricultural products, 

chemicals, textiles and apparel

Exports partners: US 26.5%, Hong Kong 8.1%, UK 5.9%, Belgium 4.7%, China 4.3%

Imports: $69.73 billion (2014; 44th in the world)

Import commodities: raw materials, military equipment, investment goods, rough diamonds, fuels, 

grain, consumer goods

Imports partners: US 11.3%, China 7.8%, Germany 6.5%, Switzerland 6.1%, Belgium 5.3%

See more about Israel on the CIA World Factbook
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Jordan

Overview

Area: 89,342 km2 (112th largest in the world)

Population: 8,117,564 (July 2015 est.; 98th largest in the world)

Capital city: Amman

Largest city: Amman (1.155 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Jordanian dinar

Independence: 25 May 1946 (from League of Nations mandate under British administration)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 98%, Circassian 1%, Armenian 1%

Languages: Arabic (official), English (widely understood among upper and middle classes)

Religions: Muslim 97.2% (official; predominantly Sunni), Christian 2.2% (majority Greek Orthodox, 

but some Greek and Roman Catholics, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, and 

Protestant denominations), Buddhist 0.4%, Hindu 0.1%, Jewish <.1, folk religion <.1, unaffiliated <.1, 

other <.1

Human Development Index: 0.745/1.000 (2014; 77th in the world)

Internet users: 3.6 million as of 2014 (45% of population)

Literacy: 95.4% (92.9% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -3
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.76
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121th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

Following World War I and the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, the League of Nations awarded 
Britain the mandate to govern much of the Middle East. Britain demarcated a semi-autonomous region 
of Transjordan from Palestine in the early 1920s. The area gained its independence in 1946 and 
thereafter became The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The country's long-time ruler, King HUSSEIN 
(1953-99), successfully navigated competing pressures from the major powers (US, USSR, and UK), 
various Arab states, Israel, and a large internal Palestinian population. Jordan lost the West Bank to 
Israel in the 1967 Six-Day War. King HUSSEIN in 1988 permanently relinquished Jordanian claims to 
the West Bank; in 1994 he signed a peace treaty with Israel. King ABDALLAH II, King HUSSEIN's 
eldest son, assumed the throne following his father's death in 1999. He implemented modest political 
and economic reforms, but in the wake of the "Arab Revolution" across the Middle East, Jordanians 
continue to press for further political liberalization, government reforms, and economic improvements. 
In January 2014, Jordan assumed a nonpermanent seat on the UN Security Council for the 2014-15 term.

Economy

Jordan's economy is among the smallest in the Middle East, with insufficient supplies of water, oil, and 
other natural resources underlying the government's heavy reliance on foreign assistance. Other 
economic challenges for the government include chronic high rates of poverty, unemployment, inflation,
and a large budget deficit and resulting government debt. King ABDALLAH, during the first decade of 
the 2000s, implemented significant economic reforms, such as opening up foreign trade and privatizing 
state-owned companies, that attracted foreign investment and contributed to average annual economic 
growth of 8% for 2004 through 2008. The global economic slowdown and regional turmoil since, 
however, reduced the average annual growth rate to 2.6% for the 2010-2013 period and hurt export-
oriented sectors, construction, and tourism. Jordan's finances have been strained by a series of natural 
gas pipeline attacks in Egypt, causing Jordan to substitute more expensive diesel imports, primarily from
Saudi Arabia, to generate electricity. To diversify its energy mix, Jordan is currently exploring nuclear 
power generation, exploitation of abundant oil shale reserves and renewable technologies, as well as the 
import of Israeli offshore gas. In August 2012, to correct budgetary and balance of payments 
imbalances, Jordan entered into a $2.1 billion, three year International Monetary Fund Stand-By 
Arrangement. In 2014, fiscal reform measures enacted in the previous few years continued to boost 
government revenues and reduced the budget deficit even as an influx of over 620,000 Syrian refugees 
since 2011 put additional pressure on expenditures.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $79.62 billion (2014; 89th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $11,900 (2014; 120th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 3.1% (2014); 2.8% (2013); 2.7% (2012)

GDP composition: 3.2% agriculture, 29.3% industry, 67.4% services
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Natural resources: phosphates, potash, shale oil

Budget: $9.845 billion (revenues); $11.42 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 11.7% (2014)

Exports: $8.556 billion (2014; 100th in the world)

Export commodities: clothing, fertilizers, potash, phosphates, vegetables, pharmaceuticals

Exports partners: Iraq 18.4%, US 17.7%, Saudi Arabia 13.6%, India 7.3%, UAE 4%

Imports: $22.8 billion (2014; 75th in the world)

Import commodities: crude oil, refined petroleum products, machinery, transport equipment, iron, 

cereals

Imports partners: Saudi Arabia 18.5%, China 10.3%, US 6.3%, India 5.1%, Italy 4.8%

See more about Jordan on the CIA World Factbook
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Kuwait

Overview

Area: 17,817 km2 (158th largest in the world)

Population: 2,788,534 (July 2015 est.; 141th largest in the world)

Capital city: Kuwait

Largest city: Kuwait (2.779 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Kuwaiti dinar

Independence: 19 June 1961 (from the UK)

Ethnic Groups: Kuwaiti 31.3%, other Arab 27.9%, Asian 37.8%, African 1.9%, other 1.1%

Languages: Arabic (official), English widely spoken

Religions: Muslim (official) 76.7%, Christian 17.3%, other and unspecified 5.9%

Human Development Index: 0.814/1.000 (2014; 46th in the world)

Internet users: 2.4 million as of 2014 (86.9% of population)

Literacy: 96.3% (95.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -7
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.78
120th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Britain oversaw foreign relations and defense for the ruling Kuwaiti AL-SABAH dynasty from 1899 
until independence in 1961. Kuwait was attacked and overrun by Iraq on 2 August 1990. Following 
several weeks of aerial bombardment, a US-led, UN coalition began a ground assault on 23 February 
1991 that liberated Kuwait in four days. Kuwait spent more than $5 billion to repair oil infrastructure 
damaged during 1990-91. The AL-SABAH family has ruled since returning to power in 1991 and 
reestablished an elected legislature that in recent years has become increasingly assertive. The country 
witnessed the historic election in 2009 of four women to its National Assembly. Amid the 2010-11 
uprisings and protests across the Arab world, stateless Arabs, known as bidun, staged small protests in 
February and March 2011 demanding citizenship, jobs, and other benefits available to Kuwaiti nationals.
Youth activist groups - supported by opposition legislators - rallied repeatedly in 2011 for the prime 
minister's dismissal amid allegations of widespread government corruption. Demonstrators forced the 
prime minister to resign in late 2011. In late 2012, Kuwait witnessed unprecedented protests in response 
to the Amir's changes to the electoral law by decree reducing the number of votes per person from four 
to one. The opposition, led by a coalition of Sunni Islamists, tribalists, some liberals, and myriad youth 
groups, largely boycotted legislative elections in 2012 and 2013 ushering in legislatures more amenable 
to the government's agenda. Since 2006, the Amir has dissolved the National Assembly on five 
occasions (the Constitutional Court annulled the Assembly in June 2012 and again in June 2013) and 
shuffled the cabinet over a dozen times, usually citing political stagnation and gridlock between the 
legislature and the government.

Economy

Kuwait has a geographically small, but wealthy, relatively open economy with crude oil reserves of 
about 102 billion barrels - more than 6% of world reserves. Kuwaiti officials plan to increase oil 
production to 4 million barrels per day by 2020. Petroleum accounts for over half of GDP, 94% of 
export revenues, and 89% of government income. For the last decade, high oil prices have generated 
budget surpluses despite increasing budget expenditures, particularly on wage hikes for public sector 
employees. Despite Kuwait’s dependence on oil, the government has cushioned itself against the impact 
of lower oil prices by continuous saving of at least 10% of government revenue in the Fund for Future 
Generations. Kuwait has done little to diversify its economy, in part, due to a poor business climate and 
an acrimonious relationship between the National Assembly and the executive branch that has stymied 
most economic reforms. In 2010, Kuwait passed its first long-term economic development plan in 
almost twenty-five years. While the government planned to spend up $104 billion over four years to 
diversify the economy away from oil, attract more investment, and boost private sector participation in 
the economy, many of the projects did not materialize because of the uncertain political situation.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $284 billion (2014; 54th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $71,000 (2014; 10th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 1.3% (2014); 1.5% (2013); 6.6% (2012)

GDP composition: 0.3% agriculture, 49.4% industry, 50.2% services
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Natural resources: petroleum, fish, shrimp, natural gas

Budget: $125 billion (revenues); $79.45 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 2.1% (2014)

Exports: $109.9 billion (2014; 37th in the world)

Export commodities: oil and refined products, fertilizers

Exports partners: South Korea 17.1%, India 16%, Japan 12.3%, US 11.7%, China 8.8%

Imports: $26.06 billion (2014; 72th in the world)

Import commodities: food, construction materials, vehicles and parts, clothing

Imports partners: China 10.9%, US 10.6%, Saudi Arabia 7.9%, Japan 7.7%, Germany 5.3%, South 

Korea 4.6%, France 4.6%, India 4.3%, Italy 4.2%, UAE 4%

See more about Kuwait on the CIA World Factbook
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Lebanon

Overview

Area: 10,400 km2 (170th largest in the world)

Population: 6,184,701 (July 2015 est.; 110th largest in the world)

Capital city: Beirut

Largest city: Beirut (2.226 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Lebanese pound

Independence: 22 November 1943 (from League of Nations mandate under French administration)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 95%, Armenian 4%, other 1%

Languages: Arabic (official), French, English, Armenian

Religions: Muslim 54% (27% Sunni, 27% Shia), Christian 40.5%, Druze 5.6%, very small numbers of 

Jews, Baha'is, Buddhists, Hindus, and Mormons

Human Development Index: 0.765/1.000 (2014; 65th in the world)

Internet users: 4 million as of 2014 (67.2% of population)

Literacy: 93.9% (91.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 4.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 6
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 5.12
98th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Following World War I, France acquired a mandate over the northern portion of the former Ottoman 
Empire province of Syria. The French demarcated the region of Lebanon in 1920 and granted this area 
independence in 1943. Since independence the country has been marked by periods of political turmoil 
interspersed with prosperity built on its position as a regional center for finance and trade. The country's 
1975-90 civil war that resulted in an estimated 120,000 fatalities, was followed by years of social and 
political instability. Sectarianism is a key element of Lebanese political life. Neighboring Syria has 
historically influenced Lebanon's foreign policy and internal policies, and its military occupied Lebanon 
from 1976 until 2005. The Lebanon-based Hizballah militia and Israel continued attacks and 
counterattacks against each other after Syria's withdrawal, and fought a brief war in 2006. Lebanon's 
borders with Syria and Israel remain unresolved.

Economy

Lebanon has a free-market economy and a strong laissez-faire commercial tradition. The government 
does not restrict foreign investment; however, the investment climate suffers from red tape, corruption, 
arbitrary licensing decisions, complex customs procedures, high taxes, tariffs, and fees, archaic 
legislation, and weak intellectual property rights. The Lebanese economy is service-oriented; main 
growth sectors include banking and tourism. The 1975-90 civil war seriously damaged Lebanon's 
economic infrastructure, cut national output by half, and derailed Lebanon's position as a Middle Eastern
entrepot and banking hub. Following the civil war, Lebanon rebuilt much of its war-torn physical and 
financial infrastructure by borrowing heavily, mostly from domestic banks, which saddled the 
government with a huge debt burden. Pledges of economic and financial reforms made at separate 
international donor conferences during the 2000s have mostly gone unfulfilled, including those made 
during the Paris III Donor Conference in 2007, following the July 2006 war. Spillover from the Syrian 
conflict, including the influx of more than 1 million Syrian refugees, has increased internal tension and 
slowed economic growth to the 1-2% range in 2011-13, after four years of averaging 8% growth. Syrian 
refugees have increased the labor supply, but pushed more Lebanese into unemployment. Chronic fiscal 
deficits have made Lebanon’s debt-to-GDP ratio the third highest in the world; most of the debt is held 
internally by Lebanese banks. Weak economic growth limits tax revenues, while the largest government 
expenditures remain debt servicing and transfers to the electricity sector. These limitations constrain 
other government spending and limit the government’s ability to invest in necessary infrastructure 
improvements, such as water, electricity, and transportation.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $81.12 billion (2014; 88th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $18,000 (2014; 90th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.3% (2014); 2.5% (2013); 2.8% (2012)

GDP composition: 6.3% agriculture, 21.1% industry, 72.6% services

Natural resources: limestone, iron ore, salt, water-surplus state in a water-deficit region, arable land

Budget: $10.24 billion (revenues); $14.89 billion (expenditures)
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Unemployment rate: NA% (2014)

Exports: $4.092 billion (2014; 121th in the world)

Export commodities: jewelry, base metals, chemicals, consumer goods, fruit and vegetables, tobacco, 

construction minerals, electric power machinery and switchgear, textile fibers, paper

Exports partners: South Africa 16.9%, Saudi Arabia 9.3%, UAE 9.1%, Syria 7.2%, Switzerland 6.5%, 

Iraq 5.5%

Imports: $20.08 billion (2014; 78th in the world)

Import commodities: petroleum products, cars, medicinal products, clothing, meat and live animals, 

consumer goods, paper, textile fabrics, tobacco, electrical machinery and equipment, chemicals

Imports partners: China 12.4%, France 8.5%, Italy 8.5%, US 5.1%, Germany 4.7%, Egypt 4%

See more about Lebanon on the CIA World Factbook

Page 42 of 139

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/le.html


Libya

Overview

Area: 1,759,540 km2 (17th largest in the world)

Population: 6,411,776 (July 2015 est.; 108th largest in the world)

Capital city: Tripoli

Largest city: Tripoli (1.126 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Libyan dinar 

Independence: 24 December 1951 (from UN trusteeship)

Ethnic Groups: Berber and Arab 97%, other 3%

Languages: Arabic (official), Italian, English (all widely understood in the major cities); Berber 

Religions: Muslim (official; virtually all Sunni) 96.6%, Christian 2.7%, Buddhist 0.3%, Hindu <.1, 

Jewish <.1, folk religion <.1, unafilliated 0.2%, other <.1

Human Development Index: 0.784/1.000 (2014; 55th in the world)

Internet users: 1.4 million as of 2014 (21.8% of population)

Literacy: 91.0% (85.6% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 0
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.8
119th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

The Italians supplanted the Ottoman Turks in the area around Tripoli in 1911 and did not relinquish their
hold until 1943 when defeated in World War II. Libya then passed to UN administration and achieved 
independence in 1951. Following a 1969 military coup, Col. Muammar al-QADHAFI assumed 
leadership and began to espouse his political system at home, which was a combination of socialism and
Islam. During the 1970s, QADHAFI used oil revenues to promote his ideology outside Libya, 
supporting subversive and terrorist activities that included the downing of two airliners - one over 
Scotland, another in Northern Africa - and a discotheque bombing in Berlin. UN sanctions in 1992 
isolated QADHAFI politically and economically following the attacks; sanctions were lifted in 2003 
following Libyan acceptance of responsibility for the bombings and agreement to claimant 
compensation. QADHAFI also agreed to end Libya's program to develop weapons of mass destruction, 
and he made significant strides in normalizing relations with Western nations. Unrest that began in 
several Middle Eastern and North African countries in late 2010 erupted in Libyan cities in early 2011. 
QADHAFI's brutal crackdown on protesters spawned a civil war that triggered UN authorization of air 
and naval intervention by the international community. After months of seesaw fighting between 
government and opposition forces, the QADHAFI regime was toppled in mid-2011 and replaced by a 
transitional government. Libya in 2012 formed a new parliament and elected a new prime minister. The 
country subsequently elected a new parliament in 2014, but remnants of the outgoing legislature refused 
to leave office and created a rival government.

Economy

Libya's economy is almost entirely dependent on the nation's energy sector, which generates about 65% 
of GDP and 96% of government revenue. Income from the sale of crude oil and natural gas, coupled 
with a small population, give Libya one of the highest nominal per capita GDPs in Africa, but Libya’s 
leaders have hindered economic development by, for the most part, failing to use these financial 
resources to invest in national infrastructure. Libyan sales of oil and natural gas collapsed during the 
Revolution of 2011, rebounded in 2012 and 2013, but then fell sharply in late 2013 and throughout 2014
due to major protest disruptions at Libyan oil ports and around the country. The state sector is large and 
growing, with the majority of the Libyan workforce receiving a government salary in 2014. Sharply 
decreased revenues and increased payments for state salaries and for subsidies on fuel and food resulted 
in an estimated budget deficit about 50% of GDP in 2014, up from about 4% in 2013. Libya’s economic 
transition away from Qadhafi’s notionally socialist model toward a market-based economy stalled as 
revenues shrank, political uncertainty grew, and security deteriorated. Rival political factions in late 
2014 were competing for control of the central bank and the national oil company, while funding for 
economic reform and infrastructure projects has stopped.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $97.58 billion (2014; 83th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $15,700 (2014; 95th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: -24% (2014); -13.6% (2013); 104.5% (2012)

GDP composition: 2% agriculture, 45.8% industry, 52.2% services

Page 44 of 139



Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, gypsum 

Budget: $18.24 billion (revenues); $25.22 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 30% (2014)

Exports: $17.49 billion (2014; 77th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil, refined petroleum products, natural gas, chemicals

Exports partners: Italy 20.2%, Germany 15.1%, France 10.5%, US 6.3%, Spain 6.3%, Netherlands 

5.2%, China 5%, UK 4.6%

Imports: $16.08  billion (2014; 87th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery, semi-finished goods, food, transport equipment, consumer products

Imports partners: Italy 13.1%, China 11.9%, Turkey 11.3%, Egypt 6.8%, Tunisia 5.8%, Germany 

5.3%, South Korea 4.5%, France 4.3%

See more about Libya on the CIA World Factbook
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Morocco

Overview

Area: 446,550 km2 (58th largest in the world)

Population: 33,322,699 (July 2015 est.; 39th largest in the world)

Capital city: Rabat

Largest city: Casablanca (3.515 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Moroccan dirham 

Independence: 2 March 1956 (from France)

Ethnic Groups: Arab-Berber 99%, other 1%

Languages: Arabic (official), Berber languages (Tamazight (official), Tachelhit, Tarifit), French (often 

the language of business, government, and diplomacy)

Religions: Muslim 99% (official; virtually all Sunni, <0.1% Shia), other 1%, Jewish about 6,000

Human Development Index: 0.617/1.000 (2014; 129th in the world)

Internet users: 19.9 million as of 2014 (60.3% of population)

Literacy: 68.5% (58.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 4.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -4
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 4
116th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

In 788, about a century after the Arab conquest of North Africa, a series of Moroccan Muslim dynasties 
began to rule in Morocco. In the 16th century, the Sa'adi monarchy, particularly under Ahmad al-
MANSUR (1578-1603), repelled foreign invaders and inaugurated a golden age. The Alaouite Dynasty, 
to which the current Moroccan royal family belongs, dates from the 17th century. In 1860, Spain 
occupied northern Morocco and ushered in a half century of trade rivalry among European powers that 
saw Morocco's sovereignty steadily erode; in 1912, the French imposed a protectorate over the country. 
A protracted independence struggle with France ended successfully in 1956. The internationalized city 
of Tangier and most Spanish possessions were turned over to the new country that same year. Sultan 
MOHAMMED V, the current monarch's grandfather, organized the new state as a constitutional 
monarchy and in 1957 assumed the title of king. Since Spain’s 1976 withdrawal from what is today 
called Western Sahara, Morocco has extended its de facto administrative control to roughly 80% of this 
territory; however, the UN does not recognize Morocco as the administering power for Western Sahara. 
The UN since 1991 has monitored a cease-fire between Morocco and the Polisario Front - Western 
Sahara's liberation movement - and leads ongoing negotiations over the status of the territory. King 
MOHAMMED VI in early 2011 responded to the spread of pro-democracy protests in the region by 
implementing a reform program that included a new constitution, passed by popular referendum in July 
2011, under which some new powers were extended to parliament and the prime minister but ultimate 
authority remains in the hands of the monarch. In November 2011, the Justice and Development Party - 
a moderate Islamist party - won the largest number of seats in parliamentary elections, becoming the 
first Islamist party to lead the Moroccan Government.

Economy

Morocco has capitalized on its proximity to Europe and relatively low labor costs to build a diverse, 
open, market-oriented economy. In the 1980s Morocco was a heavily indebted country before pursuing 
austerity measures and pro- market reforms, overseen by the IMF. Since taking the throne in 1999, King 
MOHAMMED VI has presided over a stable economy marked by steady growth, low inflation, and 
gradually falling unemployment, although poor harvests and economic difficulties in Europe contributed
to an economic slowdown. Industrial development strategies and infrastructure improvements - most 
visibly illustrated by a new port and free trade zone near Tangier - are improving Morocco's 
competitiveness. Morocco also seeks to expand its renewable energy capacity with a goal of making 
renewable more than 40% of electricity output by 2020. Key sectors of the economy include agriculture,
tourism, aerospace, phosphates, textiles, apparel, and subcomponents. To boost exports, Morocco 
entered into a bilateral Free Trade Agreement with the United States in 2006 and an Advanced Status 
agreement with the European Union in 2008. Despite Morocco's economic progress, the country suffers 
from high unemployment, poverty, and illiteracy, particularly in rural areas. In 2011 and 2012, high 
prices on fuel - which is subsidized and almost entirely imported - strained the government's budget and 
widened the country's current account deficit. In 2014, Morocco ended subsidies on diesel, gasoline, and
fuel oil which have improved its budget deficit. Subsidies on sugar, butane gas, and flour remain. 
Morocco’s current account deficit has also benefit from the fall in oil prices. Key economic challenges 
for Morocco include reforming the education system and the judiciary, while increasing the 
competitiveness of the private sector.
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GDP (purchasing power parity): $252.4 billion (2014; 57th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $7,600 (2014; 150th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.9% (2014); 4.4% (2013); 2.7% (2012)

GDP composition: 14% agriculture, 24.9% industry, 61.1% services

Natural resources: phosphates, iron ore, manganese, lead, zinc, fish, salt

Budget: $29.4 billion (revenues); $34.99 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 9.1% (2014)

Exports: $19.56 billion (2014; 74th in the world)

Export commodities: clothing and textiles, automobiles, electric components, inorganic chemicals, 

transistors, crude minerals, fertilizers (including phosphates), petroleum products, citrus fruits, 

vegetables, fish

Exports partners: France 20.9%, Spain 19.9%, Brazil 5.8%, US 4%

Imports: $40.04  billion (2014; 62th in the world)

Import commodities: crude petroleum, textile fabric, telecommunications equipment, wheat, gas and 

electricity, transistors, plastics

Imports partners: Spain 14%, France 12.7%, China 7.1%, US 6.9%, Saudi Arabia 6.5%, Italy 5.3%, 

Germany 4.7%, Russia 4.5%

See more about Morocco on the CIA World Factbook
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Oman

Overview

Area: 309,500 km2 (71th largest in the world)

Population: 3,286,936 (July 2015 est.; 136th largest in the world)

Capital city: Muscat

Largest city: Muscat (0.838 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Rial 

Independence: 1650 (expulsion of the Portuguese)

Ethnic Groups: Arab, Baluchi, South Asian (Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, Bangladeshi), African

Languages: Arabic (official), English, Baluchi, Urdu, Indian dialects

Religions: Muslim (official; majority are Ibadhi, lesser numbers of Sunni and Shia) 85.9%, Christian 

6.5%, Hindu 5.5%, Buddhist 0.8%, Jewish <.1, other 1%, unaffiliated 0.2%

Human Development Index: 0.783/1.000 (2014; 56th in the world)

Internet users: 2.1 million as of 2014 (65.8% of population)

Literacy: 91.1% (85.6% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -8
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.15
139th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

The inhabitants of the area of Oman have long prospered on Indian Ocean trade. In the late 18th century,
a newly established sultanate in Muscat signed the first in a series of friendship treaties with Britain. 
Over time, Oman's dependence on British political and military advisors increased, but it never became 
a British colony. In 1970, QABOOS bin Said Al-Said overthrew his father, and has since ruled as sultan,
but he has never designated a successor. His extensive modernization program has opened the country to
the outside world while preserving the longstanding close ties with the UK. Oman's moderate, 
independent foreign policy has sought to maintain good relations with all Middle Eastern countries. 
Inspired by the popular uprisings that swept the Middle East and North Africa beginning in January 
2011, some Omanis began staging marches, demonstrations, and sit-ins calling mostly for more jobs and
economic benefits and an end to corruption. In response to those protester demands, QABOOS in 2011 
pledged to implement economic and political reforms, such as granting legislative and regulatory powers
to the Majlis al-Shura and introducing unemployment benefits. Additionally, in August 2012, the Sultan 
announced a royal directive mandating the speedy implementation of a national job creation plan for 
thousands of public and private sector jobs. As part of the government's efforts to decentralize authority 
and allow greater citizen participation in local governance, Oman successfully conducted its first 
municipal council elections in December 2012. Announced by the Sultan in 2011, the municipal 
councils will have the power to advise the Royal Court on the needs of local districts across Oman's 11 
governorates. The Sultan returned to Oman in March 2015 after eight months in Germany, where he 
received medical treatment.

Economy

Oman is heavily dependent on dwindling oil resources, which generates 77% of government revenue. It 
is using enhanced oil recovery techniques to boost production. Muscat has actively pursued a 
development plan that focuses on diversification, industrialization, and privatization, with the objective 
of reducing the oil sector's contribution to GDP from 46% to 9% by 2020. Muscat also is focused on 
creating more jobs to employ the rising numbers of Omanis entering the workforce. Tourism and gas-
based industries are key components of the government's diversification strategy. However, increases in 
social welfare benefits, particularly since the Arab Spring, have challenged the government's ability to 
effectively balance its budget as oil prices decline. Despite government acknowledgement that Oman’s 
expansive social welfare benefits are unsustainable, Oman authorities are comfortable with short-term 
budget deficits and have approved an expansionary 2015 budget. Concurrently, Oman has expanded 
efforts to support the development of small and medium- size enterprises and entrepreneurship. 
Government agencies and large oligarchic group companies have announced new initiatives to spin off 
non-essential functions to entrepreneurs, incubate new businesses, train and mentor up and coming 
business people, and provide financing for start-ups.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $162.4 billion (2014; 69th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $39,700 (2014; 31th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.9% (2014); 4.7% (2013); 5.8% (2012)

GDP composition: 1.3% agriculture, 55.2% industry, 43.5% services
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Natural resources: petroleum, copper, asbestos, some marble, limestone, chromium, gypsum, natural 

gas 

Budget: $40.09 billion (revenues); $37.65 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 15% (2014)

Exports: $58.74 billion (2014; 56th in the world)

Export commodities: petroleum, reexports, fish, metals, textiles

Exports partners: China 38.2%, Japan 10.3%, UAE 10%, South Korea 8.7%, India 5.6%

Imports: $34.37  billion (2014; 66th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and transport equipment, manufactured goods, food, livestock, 

lubricants

Imports partners: UAE 24.1%, Japan 11%, India 10.4%, China 6.7%, US 5.3%

See more about Oman on the CIA World Factbook
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Palestine

Overview

Area: 6,220* km2 (172th largest in the world) *(Gaza Strip 360 km2; West Bank 5,820 km2)

Population: 4,654,421* (July 2015 est.; 125th largest in the world) *(Gaza Strip 1,869,055; West Bank 

2,785,366)

Capital city: NA

Largest city: Gaza City (949,221 people as of 2007)

Currency: Egyptian pound, Israeli new shekel 

Independence: NA

Ethnic Groups: Palestinian Arab (Gaza Strip); Palestinian Arab and other 83%, Jewish 17% (West 

Bank)

Languages: Arabic, Hebrew (spoken by Israeli settlers and many Palestinians), English (widely 

understood)

Religions: Muslim 98.0 - 99.0% (predominantly Sunni), Christian <1.0%, other, unaffiliated, 

unspecified <1.0% (Gaza Strip); Muslim 80.0 - 85.0% (predominantly Sunni), Jewish 12.0 - 14.0%, 

Christian 1.0 - 2.5% (mainly Greek Orthodox), other, unaffiliated, unspecified <1.0% (West Bank)

Human Development Index: 0.686/1.000 (2014; 107th in the world)

Internet users: 1.4 million as of 2014 (34.4% of population)

Literacy: 96.5% (94.5% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): NA
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): NA
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy
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• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.15
139th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

Gaza Strip
Inhabited since at least the 15th century B.C., Gaza has been dominated by many different peoples and 
empires throughout its history; it was incorporated into the Ottoman Empire in the early 16th century. 
Gaza fell to British forces during World War I, becoming a part of the British Mandate of Palestine. 
Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, Egypt administered the newly formed Gaza Strip; it was captured 
by Israel in the Six-Day War in 1967. Under a series of agreements signed between 1994 and 1999, 
Israel transferred to the Palestinian Authority (PA) security and civilian responsibility for many 
Palestinian-populated areas of the Gaza Strip as well as the West Bank. Negotiations to determine the 
permanent status of the West Bank and Gaza Strip stalled after the outbreak of an intifada in mid-2000. 
In early 2003, the "Quartet" of the US, EU, UN, and Russia, presented a roadmap to a final peace 
settlement by 2005, calling for two states - Israel and a democratic Palestine. Following Palestinian 
leader Yasir ARAFAT's death in late 2004 and the subsequent election of Mahmud ABBAS (head of the
Fatah political party) as the PA president, Israel and the PA agreed to move the peace process forward. 
Israel in late 2005 unilaterally withdrew all of its settlers and soldiers and dismantled its military 
facilities in the Gaza Strip, but continues to control maritime, airspace, and other access. In early 2006, 
the Islamic Resistance Movement, HAMAS, won the Palestinian Legislative Council election, but 
attempts to form a unity government between Fatah and HAMAS failed, and violent clashes between 
Fatah and HAMAS supporters ensued, culminating in HAMAS's violent seizure of all military and 
governmental institutions in the Gaza Strip in June 2007. Fatah and HAMAS in May 2011 reached an 
agreement aimed at restoring political unity between Gaza and the West Bank, but struggled to 
implement it. In April 2014, the two factions signed another agreement and two months later President 
ABBAS formed an interim government of independent technocrats, none of whom were affiliated with 
HAMAS. In July 2014, HAMAS and other militant groups launched rockets into Israel that resulted in a 
51-day conflict between Israel and militants in Gaza. An open-ended truce declared in late August 2014 
continues to hold, despite the absence of a durable negotiated cease-fire and occasional truce violations. 
The status quo remains with HAMAS in control of the Gaza Strip and the PA governing the West Bank.

West Bank
From the early 16th century through 1917, the area now known as the West Bank fell under Ottoman 
rule. Following World War I, the Allied powers (France, UK, Russia) allocated the area to the British 
Mandate of Palestine. After World War II, the UN passed a resolution to establish two states within the 
Mandate, and designated a territory including what is now known as the West Bank as part of the 
proposed Arab state. Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli War the area was captured by Transjordan (later 
renamed Jordan). Jordan annexed the West Bank in 1950. In June 1967, Israel captured the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem during the 1967 Six-Day War. With the exception of East Jerusalem and the former 
Israeli- Jordanian border zone, the West Bank remained under Israeli military control until Israel 
transferred security and civilian responsibility for many Palestinian-populated areas of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to the Palestinian Authority (PA) under a series of agreements signed between 1994 and 
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1999. Negotiations to determine the permanent status of the West Bank and Gaza Strip stalled after the 
outbreak of an intifada in mid-2000. In early 2003, the "Quartet" of the US, EU, UN, and Russia, 
presented a roadmap to a final peace settlement by 2005, calling for two states - Israel and a democratic 
Palestine. Following Palestinian leader Yasir ARAFAT's death in late 2004 and the subsequent election 
of Mahmud ABBAS (head of the Fatah political faction) as PA president, Israel and the Palestinians 
agreed to move the peace process forward. Israel in late 2005 unilaterally withdrew all of its settlers and 
soldiers and dismantled its military facilities in the Gaza Strip and redeployed its military from several 
West Bank settlements but continues to control maritime, airspace, and other access. In early 2006, the 
Islamic Resistance Movement, HAMAS, won the Palestinian Legislative Council election and took 
control of the PA government. Attempts to form a unity government failed, and violent clashes between 
Fatah and HAMAS supporters ensued, culminating in HAMAS's violent seizure of all military and 
governmental institutions in the Gaza Strip. Fatah and HAMAS have made several attempts at 
reconciliation, most recently signing an agreement in April 2014 following the collapse of US-brokered 
peace talks with Israel. The factions, however, have been unable to implement details on governance and
security, and the status quo remains with HAMAS in de facto control of the Gaza Strip and the PA 
governing the West Bank.

Economy

Gaza Strip
Israeli security controls imposed since the end of the second intifada have degraded economic conditions
in the Gaza Strip, the smaller of the two areas comprising the Palestinian territories. Israeli-imposed 
border closures, which became more restrictive after HAMAS seized control of the territory in June 
2007, have resulted in high unemployment, elevated poverty rates, and a sharp contraction of the private 
sector that had relied primarily on export markets. Egyptian authorities began a crackdown on Gaza’s 
extensive tunnel-based smuggling network in 2013, creating fuel, construction material, and consumer 
goods shortages in the territory. Israel’s military operation in Gaza from July to August 2014 - the latest 
in a series of periodic conflicts between Israel and Gaza-based Palestinian militants -destroyed one-fifth 
of the territory’s industrial infrastructure, displaced more than 100,000 people, and left 30% of 
households without access to potable water. Since the conflict, Israel has allowed limited Gaza exports 
and relaxed some restrictions on construction material imports to assist reconstruction efforts, but the 
Palestinian Authority will depend on donor and humanitarian aid to finance the $4billion needed to 
rebuild.

West Bank
Economic growth in the West Bank - the larger of the two areas comprising the Palestinian territories - 
has slowed since 2013, in part because of a decline in donor aid and government spending. Private sector
development has been weak. Despite the Palestinian Authority's (PA) successful implementation of 
economic and security reforms and the easing of some movement and access restrictions by the Israeli 
government, Israeli closure policies continue to disrupt labor and trade flows, industrial capacity, and 
basic commerce, constraining the productive capacity of the West Bank economy. The biggest 
impediments to economic improvements in the West Bank remain Palestinians' inability to access land 
and resources in Israeli-controlled areas, import and export restrictions, and a high-cost capital structure.
The PA for the foreseeable future will continue to rely heavily on donor aid for its budgetary needs and 
economic activity.
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GDP (purchasing power parity): $20.12 billion (2014; 141th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $4,900 (2014; 31th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 0.5% (2014); 0.5% (2013); 6.1% (2012)

GDP composition: 2.9% agriculture, 23.6% industry, 73.5% services

Natural resources: arable land (West Bank); arable land, natural gas (Gaza Strip)

Budget: $2.742 billion (revenues); $4.279 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 27.7% (2014) (45.1% Gaza Strip; 16% West Bank)

Exports: $2.107 billion (2014; 143th in the world)

Export commodities: stone, olives, fruit, vegetables, limestone

Exports partners: NA

Imports: $7.674 billion (2014; 112th in the world)

Import commodities: food, consumer goods, construction materials, petroleum, chemicals

Imports partners: NA

See more about Palestine on the CIA World Factbook (Gaza Strip); CIA World Factbook (West Bank)
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Qatar

Overview

Area: 11,586 km2 (166th largest in the world)

Population: 2,194,817 (July 2015 est.; 146th largest in the world)

Capital city: Doha

Largest city: Doha (0.718 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Riyal 

Independence: 3 September 1971 (from the UK)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 40%, Indian 18%, Pakistani 18%, Iranian 10%, other 14%

Languages: Arabic (official), English commonly used as a second language

Religions: Muslim 77.5%, Christian 8.5%, other (includes mainly Hindu and other Indian religions) 

14%

Human Development Index: 0.851/1.000 (2014; 31th in the world)

Internet users: 2.1 million as of 2014 (96.7% of population)

Literacy: 97.3% (96.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 5.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -10
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 3.18
136th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Ruled by the Al Thani family since the mid-1800s, Qatar transformed itself from a poor British 
protectorate noted mainly for pearling into an independent state with significant oil and natural gas 
revenues. During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Qatari economy was crippled by a continuous 
siphoning off of petroleum revenues by the amir, who had ruled the country since 1972. His son, 
HAMAD bin Khalifa Al Thani, overthrew the father in a bloodless coup in 1995. In short order, 
HAMAD oversaw the creation of the pan-Arab satellite news network Al-Jazeera and Qatar's pursuit of 
a leadership role in mediating regional conflicts. In the 2000s, Qatar resolved its longstanding border 
disputes with both Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. As of 2007, oil and natural gas revenues had enabled 
Qatar to attain the highest per capita income in the world. Qatar has not experienced domestic unrest or 
violence like that seen in other Near Eastern and North African countries in 2010-11, due in part to its 
immense wealth. Since the outbreak of regional unrest, however, Doha has prided itself on its support 
for many of these popular revolutions, particularly in Libya and Syria. In mid-2013, HAMAD 
transferred power to his 33 year-old son, the current Amir TAMIM bin Hamad - a peaceful abdication 
rare in the history of Arab Gulf states. TAMIM has prioritized improving the domestic welfare of 
Qataris, including establishing advanced healthcare and education systems and expanding the country's 
infrastructure in anticipation of Doha's hosting of the 2022 World Cup.

Economy

Qatar has prospered in the last several years with continued high real GDP growth. GDP was driven 
largely by the oil and gas sector however growth in the manufacturing, construction, and financial 
services sectors have pushed the non-oil component to just over half of Qatar’s nominal GDP for the 
first time since 2000. Economic policy is focused on sustaining Qatar's nonassociated natural gas 
reserves and increasing private and foreign investment in non-energy sectors, but oil and gas still 
account for roughly 92% of export earnings, and 62% of government revenues. Oil and gas have made 
Qatar the world's highest per-capita income country and the country with the lowest unemployment. 
Proved oil reserves in excess of 25 billion barrels should enable continued output at current levels for 
about 56 years. Qatar's proved reserves of natural gas exceed 25 trillion cubic meters, about 13% of the 
world total and third largest in the world. Qatar's successful 2022 World Cup bid is accelerating large-
scale infrastructure projects such as Qatar's metro system, light rail system, the construction of a new 
port, roads, stadiums and related sporting infrastructure. The new Hamad International Airport opened in
mid-2014 with an initial annual passenger capacity of 24 million and with a projected 50 million when 
complete.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $320.5 billion (2014; 51th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $143,400 (2014; 1th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 6.1% (2014); 6.3% (2013); 6% (2012)

GDP composition: 0.1% agriculture, 68% industry, 31.9% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, fish 
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Budget: $91.07 billion (revenues); $67.32 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 0.4% (2014)

Exports: $121.2  billion (2014; 36th in the world)

Export commodities: liquefied natural gas (LNG), petroleum products, fertilizers, steel

Exports partners: Japan 27.1%, South Korea 19%, India 10.6%, China 6.2%, Singapore 5.8%

Imports: $39.12  billion (2014; 63th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and transport equipment, food, chemicals

Imports partners: US 18%, UAE 10.3%, Saudi Arabia 7.8%, UK 6.3%, China 6.2%, Germany 5%, 

Italy 4.9%, Japan 4.8%

See more about Qatar on the CIA World Factbook
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Saudi Arabia

Overview

Area: 2,149,690 km2 (13th largest in the world)

Population: 27,752,316 (July 2015 est.; 47th largest in the world)

Capital city: Riyadh

Largest city: Riyadh (6.195 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Saudi riyal 

Independence: 23 September 1932 (unification of the kingdom)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 90%, Afro-Asian 10%

Languages: Arabic (official)

Religions: Muslim (official; citizens are 85-90% Sunni and 10-15% Shia), other

Human Development Index: 0.836/1.000 (2014; 34th in the world)

Internet users: 16.2 million as of 2014 (59.2% of population)

Literacy: 94.7% (91.1% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 7
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -10
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 1.82
161th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Saudi Arabia is the birthplace of Islam and home to Islam's two holiest shrines in Mecca and Medina. 
The king's official title is the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. The modern Saudi state was founded
in 1932 by ABD AL-AZIZ bin Abd al-Rahman Al SAUD (Ibn Saud) after a 30-year campaign to unify 
most of the Arabian Peninsula. One of his male descendants rules the country today, as required by the 
country's 1992 Basic Law. King SALMAN bin Abd al-Aziz ascended to the throne in 2015 and placed 
the first next-generation prince, MUHAMMAD BIN NAYIF bin Abd al-Aziz, in the line of succession 
as Crown Prince. Following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990, Saudi Arabia accepted the Kuwaiti royal 
family and 400,000 refugees while allowing Western and Arab troops to deploy on its soil for the 
liberation of Kuwait the following year. The continuing presence of foreign troops on Saudi soil after the
liberation of Kuwait became a source of tension between the royal family and the public until all 
operational US troops left the country in 2003. Major terrorist attacks in May and November 2003 
spurred a strong on-going campaign against domestic terrorism and extremism. King ABDALLAH from
2005 to 2015 incrementally modernized the Kingdom - driven by personal ideology and political 
pragmatism - through a series of social and economic initiatives, including expanding employment and 
social opportunities for women, attracting foreign investment, increasing the role of the private sector in 
the economy, and discouraging businesses from hiring foreign workers. The Arab Spring inspired 
protests - increasing in number since 2011 but usually small in size - over primarily domestic issues 
among Saudi Arabia's majority Sunni population. Riyadh has taken a cautious but firm approach by 
arresting some protesters but releasing most of them quickly, and by using its state- sponsored clerics to 
counter political and Islamist activism. In addition, Saudi Arabia has seen protests among Shias in the 
Eastern Province, who have protested primarily against the detention of political prisoners, endemic 
discrimination, and Bahraini and Saudi Government actions in Bahrain. Protests are met by a strong 
police presence, with some arrests, but not the level of bloodshed seen in protests elsewhere in the 
region.

In response to the unrest, King ABDALLAH in February and March 2011 announced a series of benefits
for Saudi citizens including funds to build affordable housing, salary increases for government workers, 
and unemployment entitlements. To promote increased political participation, the government held 
elections nationwide in September 2011 for half the members of 285 municipal councils - a body that 
holds little influence in the Saudi Government. Also in September 2011, King ABDALLAH announced 
that women will be allowed to run for and vote in future municipal elections - first held in 2005 - and 
serve as full members of the advisory Consultative Council. The country remains a leading producer of 
oil and natural gas and holds about 16% of the world's proven oil reserves. The government continues to
pursue economic reform and diversification, particularly since Saudi Arabia's accession to the WTO in 
2005, and promotes foreign investment in the kingdom. A burgeoning population, aquifer depletion, and
an economy largely dependent on petroleum output and prices are ongoing governmental concerns.

Economy

Saudi Arabia has an oil-based economy with strong government controls over major economic activities.
It possesses about 16% of the world's proven petroleum reserves, ranks as the largest exporter of 
petroleum, and plays a leading role in OPEC. The petroleum sector accounts for roughly 80% of budget 
revenues, 45% of GDP, and 90% of export earnings. Saudi Arabia is encouraging the growth of the 
private sector in order to diversify its economy and to employ more Saudi nationals. Diversification 
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efforts are focusing on power generation, telecommuncations, natural gas exploration, and 
petrochemical sectors. Over 6 million foreign workers play an important role in the Saudi economy, 
particularly in the oil and service sectors, while Riyadh is struggling to reduce unemployment among its 
own nationals. Saudi officials are particularly focused on employing its large youth population, which 
generally lacks the education and technical skills the private sector needs. In 2014 the Kingdom ran its 
first budget deficit since 2009, and faces budget deficits for the foreseeable future because it requires an 
oil price greater than $100 per barrel to balance its budget. Although the Kingdom can finance high 
deficits for several years by drawing down its considerable foreign assets or borrowing, it probably will 
begin to reduce capital spending if oil prices stay low through the next year.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $1.616 trillion (2014; 15th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $52,200 (2014; 20th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 3.6% (2014); 2.7% (2013); 5.4% (2012)

GDP composition: 2% agriculture, 59.7% industry, 38.3% services

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, gold, copper

Budget: $278.9 billion (revenues); $293.3 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 5.5% (2014)

Exports: $359.4  billion (2014; 36th in the world)

Export commodities: petroleum and petroleum products 90%

Exports partners: China 13.9%, US 13.6%, Japan 13%, South Korea 9.8%, India 9.5%

Imports: $162.2  billion (2014; 31th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and equipment, foodstuffs, chemicals, motor vehicles, textiles

Imports partners: US 13.1%, China 12.9%, India 8.1%, Germany 7.4%, South Korea 6.1%, Japan 

4.7%

See more about Saudi Arabia on the CIA World Factbook
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Syria

Overview

Area: 185,180 km2 (89th largest in the world)

Population: 17,064,854 (July 2015 est.; 61th largest in the world)

Capital city: Damascus

Largest city: Aleppo (3.562 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Syrian pound 

Independence: 17 April 1946 (from League of Nations mandate under French administration)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 90.3%, Kurds, Armenians, and other 9.7%

Languages: Arabic (official), Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic, Circassian (widely understood); French, 

English (somewhat understood)

Religions: Muslim 87% (official; includes Sunni 74% and Alawi, Ismaili, and Shia 13%), Christian 

(includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian) 10% (includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian), Druze 3%, 

Jewish (few remaining in Damascus and Aleppo)

Human Development Index: 0.658 /1.000 (2014; 118th in the world)

Internet users: 4.8 million as of 2014 (26.7% of population)

Literacy: 86.4% (81% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 7
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -9
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 1.74
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163th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

Following World War I, France acquired a mandate over the northern portion of the former Ottoman 
Empire province of Syria. The French administered the area as Syria until granting it independence in 
1946. The new country lacked political stability and experienced a series of military coups. Syria united 
with Egypt in February 1958 to form the United Arab Republic. In September 1961, the two entities 
separated, and the Syrian Arab Republic was reestablished. In the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, Syria lost the 
Golan Heights region to Israel. During the 1990s, Syria and Israel held occasional peace talks over its 
return. In November 1970, Hafiz al-ASAD, a member of the socialist Ba'th Party and the minority Alawi
sect, seized power in a bloodless coup and brought political stability to the country. Following the death 
of President al- ASAD, his son, Bashar al-ASAD, was approved as president by popular referendum in 
July 2000. Syrian troops - stationed in Lebanon since 1976 in an ostensible peacekeeping role - were 
withdrawn in April 2005. During the July-August 2006 conflict between Israel and Hizballah, Syria 
placed its military forces on alert but did not intervene directly on behalf of its ally Hizballah. In May 
2007, Bashar al-ASAD's second term as president was approved by popular referendum.

Influenced by major uprisings that began elsewhere in the region, antigovernment protests broke out in 
the southern province of Dar'a in March 2011 with protesters calling for the repeal of the restrictive 
Emergency Law allowing arrests without charge, the legalization of political parties, and the removal of 
corrupt local officials. Since then, demonstrations and violent unrest spread to nearly every city in Syria 
with the size and intensity of protests fluctuating. The government responded to unrest with a mix of 
concessions - including the repeal of the Emergency Law, new laws permitting new political parties, and
liberalizing local and national elections - and military force. However, the government's response has 
failed to meet opposition demands for ASAD's resignation, and the government's ongoing violence to 
quell unrest and widespread armed opposition activity has led to extended clashes between government 
forces and oppositionists. International pressure on the ASAD regime has intensified since late 2011, as 
the Arab League, EU, Turkey, and the US expanded economic sanctions against the regime. In 
December 2012, the Syrian National Coalition, was recognized by more than 130 countries as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Syrian people. Peace talks between the Coalition and Syrian regime at 
the UN-sponsored Geneva II conference in 2014 failed to produce a resolution of the conflict. Unrest 
continues in Syria, and according to a January 2015 UN estimate, the death toll among Syrian 
Government forces, opposition forces, and civilians had reached 220,000. So far, the conflict has 
displaced 11.6 million people, including 7.6 million people internally, making the situation in Syria the 
largest humanitarian crisis worldwide.

Economy

Syria's economy continues to deteriorate amid the ongoing conflict that began in 2011. The economy 
further contracted in 2014 because of international sanctions, widespread infrastructure damage, 
diminished domestic consumption and production, reduced subsidies, and high inflation. The 
government has struggled to address the effects of economic decline, which include dwindling foreign 
exchange reserves, rising budget and trade deficits, and the decreasing value of the Syrian pound and 
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household purchasing power. During 2014, the ongoing conflict and continued unrest and economic 
decline worsened the humanitarian crisis and elicited a greater need for international assistance, as the 
number of people in need inside Syria increased from 9.3 million to 12.2 million, and the number of 
Syrian refugees increased from 2.2 million to more than 3.3 million. Prior to the turmoil, Damascus 
began liberalizing economic policies, including cutting lending interest rates, opening private banks, 
consolidating multiple exchange rates, raising prices on some subsidized items, and establishing the 
Damascus Stock Exchange, but the economy remains highly regulated. Long-run economic constraints 
include foreign trade barriers, declining oil production, high unemployment, rising budget deficits, 
increasing pressure on water supplies caused by heavy use in agriculture, rapid population growth, 
industrial expansion, water pollution, and widespread infrastructure damage.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $107.6 billion (2011; 81th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $5,100 (2011; 165th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: NA% (2012); -2.3% (2011); 3.4% (2010)

GDP composition: 16.4% agriculture, 22.7% industry, 60.9% services

Natural resources: petroleum, phosphates, chrome and manganese ores, asphalt, iron ore, rock salt, 

marble, gypsum, hydropower

Budget: $1.73 billion (revenues); $5.5 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 33% (2014)

Exports: $2.031  billion (2014; 145th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil, minerals, petroleum products, fruits and vegetables, cotton fiber, 

textiles, clothing, meat and live animals, wheat

Exports partners: Iraq 59.9%, Saudi Arabia 10%, Kuwait 6.5%, UAE 5.6%, Libya 4.3%

Imports: $7.657  billion (2014; 113th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and transport equipment, electric power machinery, food and 

livestock, metal and metal products, chemicals and chemical products, plastics, yarn, paper

Imports partners: Saudi Arabia 24.6%, UAE 12.1%, Iran 8.9%, Iraq 7.3%, Turkey 6%, China 4.6%, 

Ukraine 4.1%

See more about Syria on the CIA World Factbook
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Tunisia

Overview

Area: 163,610 km2 (93th largest in the world)

Population: 11,037,225  (July 2015 est.; 79th largest in the world)

Capital city: Tunis

Largest city: Tunis (1.993 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Tunisian dinar

Independence: 20 March 1956 (from France)

Ethnic Groups: Arab 98%, European 1%, Jewish and other 1%

Languages: Arabic (official, one of the languages of commerce), French (commerce), Berber 

(Tamazight)

Religions: Muslim (official; Sunni) 99.1%, other (includes Christian, Jewish, Shia Muslim, and Baha'i) 

1%

Human Development Index: 0.721 /1.000 (2014; 90th in the world)

Internet users: 5 million as of 2014 (45.5% of population)

Literacy: 81.8% (74.2% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 2
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 7
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 6.31
70th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Rivalry between French and Italian interests in Tunisia culminated in a French invasion in 1881 and the 
creation of a protectorate. Agitation for independence in the decades following World War I was finally 
successful in convincing the French to recognize Tunisia as an independent state in 1956. The country's 
first president, Habib BOURGUIBA, established a strict one-party state. He dominated the country for 
31 years, repressing Islamic fundamentalism and establishing rights for women unmatched by any other 
Arab nation. In November 1987, BOURGUIBA was removed from office and replaced by Zine el 
Abidine BEN ALI in a bloodless coup. Street protests that began in Tunis in December 2010 over high 
unemployment, corruption, widespread poverty, and high food prices escalated in January 2011, 
culminating in rioting that led to hundreds of deaths. On 14 January 2011, the same day BEN ALI 
dismissed the government, he fled the country, and by late January 2011, a "national unity government" 
was formed. Elections for the new Constituent Assembly were held in late October 2011, and in 
December, it elected human rights activist Moncef MARZOUKI as interim president. The Assembly 
began drafting a new constitution in February 2012 and, after several iterations and a months-long 
political crisis that stalled the transition, ratified the document in January 2014. Parliamentary and 
presidential elections for a permanent government were held at the end of 2014. Beji CAID ESSEBSI 
was elected as the first president under the country’s new constitution.

Economy

Tunisia's diverse, market-oriented economy has long been cited as a success story in Africa and the 
Middle East, but it faces an array of challenges following the 2011 revolution. Following an ill-fated 
experiment with socialist economic policies in the 1960s, Tunisia embarked on a successful strategy 
focused on bolstering exports, foreign investment, and tourism, all of which have become central to the 
country's economy. Key exports now include textiles and apparel, food products, petroleum products, 
chemicals, and phosphates, with about 80% of exports bound for Tunisia's main economic partner, the 
European Union. Tunisia's liberal strategy, coupled with investments in education and infrastructure, 
fueled decades of 4-5% annual GDP growth and improving living standards. Former President (1987-
2011) Zine el Abidine BEN ALI continued these policies, but as his reign wore on cronyism and 
corruption stymied economic performance and unemployment rose among the country's growing ranks 
of university graduates. These grievances contributed to the January 2011 overthrow of BEN ALI, 
sending Tunisia's economy into a tailspin as tourism and investment declined sharply. During 2012 and 
2013, security and political upheaval during transition led to a deterioration of the economy and resulted 
in several downgrades of Tunisia’s credit rating. Tunisia's government faces challenges reassuring 
businesses and investors, bringing budget and current account deficits under control, shoring up the 
country's financial system, bringing down high unemployment, and reducing economic disparities 
between the more developed coastal region and the impoverished interior.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $124.3 billion (2014; 77th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $11,300 (2014; 122th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.3% (2014); 2.3% (2013); 3.7% (2012)
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GDP composition: 8.7% agriculture, 29% industry, 62.3% services

Natural resources: petroleum, phosphates, iron ore, lead, zinc, salt

Budget: $12.43 billion (revenues); $15.53 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 15.3% (2014)

Exports: $16.61  billion (2014; 78th in the world)

Export commodities: clothing, semi-finished goods and textiles, agricultural products, mechanical 

goods, phosphates and chemicals, hydrocarbons, electrical equipment

Exports partners: France 25.4%, Italy 16%, Germany 9.6%, Libya 8.1%, US 4.1%

Imports: $23.4  billion (2014; 74th in the world)

Import commodities: textiles, machinery and equipment, hydrocarbons, chemicals, foodstuffs

Imports partners: France 20.7%, Italy 18.1%, Germany 7.4%, China 5.4%, Spain 5.1%, Algeria 4.4%

See more about Tunisia on the CIA World Factbook
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Turkey

Overview

Area: 783,562 km2 (37th largest in the world)

Population: 79,414,269  (July 2015 est.; 17th largest in the world)

Capital city: Ankara

Largest city: Istanbul (14.164 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Turkish Lira

Independence: 29 October 1923 (successor state to the Ottoman Empire)

Ethnic Groups: Turkish 70-75%, Kurdish 18%, other minorities 7-12%

Languages: Turkish (official), Kurdish, other minority languages

Religions: Muslim 99.8% (mostly Sunni), other 0.2% (mostly Christians and Jews)

Human Development Index: 0.759 /1.000 (2014; 69th in the world)

Internet users: 36.6 million as of 2014 (46.6% of population)

Literacy: 95.0% (91.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 3.5
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 9
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 5.12
98th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy
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Brief History

Modern Turkey was founded in 1923 from the Anatolian remnants of the defeated Ottoman Empire by 
national hero Mustafa KEMAL, who was later honored with the title Ataturk or "Father of the Turks." 
Under his leadership, the country adopted wide-ranging social, legal, and political reforms. After a 
period of one-party rule, an experiment with multi-party politics led to the 1950 election victory of the 
opposition Democratic Party and the peaceful transfer of power. Since then, Turkish political parties 
have multiplied, but democracy has been fractured by periods of instability and intermittent military 
coups (1960, 1971, 1980), which in each case eventually resulted in a return of political power to 
civilians. In 1997, the military again helped engineer the ouster - popularly dubbed a "post-modern 
coup" - of the then Islamic-oriented government. Turkey intervened militarily on Cyprus in 1974 to 
prevent a Greek takeover of the island and has since acted as patron state to the "Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus," which only Turkey recognizes. A separatist insurgency begun in 1984 by the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) - now known as the Kurdistan People's Congress or Kongra-Gel 
(KGK) - dominated the Turkish military's attention and claimed more than 30,000 lives. After the 
capture of the group's leader in 1999, the insurgents largely withdrew from Turkey mainly to northern 
Iraq. In 2013, the PKK and the Turkish Government agreed to a cease-fire that continues despite slow 
progress in ongoing peace talks. Turkey joined the UN in 1945 and in 1952 it became a member of 
NATO. In 1963, Turkey became an associate member of the European Community; it began accession 
membership talks with the EU in 2005. Over the past decade, economic reforms have contributed to a 
quickly growing economy.

Economy

Turkey's largely free-market economy is increasingly driven by its industry and service sectors, although
its traditional agriculture sector still accounts for about 25% of employment. An aggressive privatization
program has reduced state involvement in basic industry, banking, transport, and communication, and an
emerging cadre of middle-class entrepreneurs is adding dynamism to the economy and expanding 
production beyond the traditional textiles and clothing sectors. The automotive, construction, and 
electronics industries are rising in importance and have surpassed textiles within Turkey's export mix.

Oil began to flow through the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline in May 2006, marking a major milestone 
that has brought up to 1 million barrels per day from the Caspian region to market. Several gas pipeline 
projects also are moving forward to help transport Caspian gas to Europe through Turkey, which over 
the long term will help address Turkey's dependence on imported oil and gas, which currently meets 
97% of its energy needs.

After Turkey experienced a severe financial crisis in 2001, Ankara adopted financial and fiscal reforms 
as part of an IMF program. The reforms strengthened the country's economic fundamentals and ushered 
in an era of strong growth averaging more than 6% annually until 2008. Global economic conditions and
tighter fiscal policy caused GDP to contract in 2009, but Turkey's well-regulated financial markets and 
banking system helped the country weather the global financial crisis, and GDP rebounded strongly to 
around 9% in 2010-11, as exports returned to normal levels following the recession. Two rating agencies
upgraded Turkey's debt to investment grade in 2012 and 2013, and Turkey's public sector debt to GDP 
ratio fell to 33% in 2014. The stock value of Foreign Direct Investment reached nearly $195 billion at 
year-end 2014. Despite these positive trends, GDP growth dropped to 4.4% in 2013 and 2.9% in 2014. 
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Growth slowed considerably in the last quarter of 2014, largely due to lackluster consumer demand both 
domestically and in Europe, Turkey’s most important export market. High interest rates have also 
contributed to the slowdown in growth, as Turkey sharply increased interest rates in January 2014 in 
order to strengthen the country’s currency and reduce inflation. Turkey then cut rates in February 2015 
in a bid to spur economic growth.

The Turkish economy retains significant weaknesses. Specifically, Turkey's relatively high current 
account deficit, domestic political uncertainty, and turmoil within Turkey's neighborhood leave the 
economy vulnerable to destabilizing shifts in investor confidence. Turkey also remains dependent on 
often volatile, short-term investment to finance its large current account deficit.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $1.508 trillion (2014; 18th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $19,600 (2014; 84th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 2.9% (2014); 4.4% (2013); 2.1% (2012)

GDP composition: 8.2% agriculture, 26.9% industry, 64.9% services

Natural resources: coal, iron ore, copper, chromium, antimony, mercury, gold, barite, borate, celestite 

(strontium), emery, feldspar, limestone, magnesite, marble, perlite, pumice, pyrites (sulfur), clay, arable 

land, hydropower

Budget: $189.9 billion (revenues); $209.7 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 9.9% (2014)

Exports: $176.6  billion (2014; 30th in the world)

Export commodities: apparel, foodstuffs, textiles, metal manufactures, transport equipment

Exports partners: Germany 9%, Iraq 7.6%, UK 5.7%, Russia 4.6%, Italy 4.5%, France 4.2%

Imports: $240.4  billion (2014; 24th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery, chemicals, semi-finished goods, fuels, transport equipment 

Imports partners: Russia 10%, China 9.8%, Germany 9.6%, Italy 5.1%, US 5%, Iran 4.1% 

See more about Turkey on the CIA World Factbook

Page 70 of 139

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html


United Arab Emirates

Overview

Area: 83,600 km2 (115th largest in the world)

Population: 5,779,760  (July 2015 est.; 113th largest in the world)

Capital city: Abu Dhabi

Largest city: Dubai (2.415 million people as of 2015)

Currency: UAE dirham

Independence: 2 December 1971 (from the UK)

Ethnic Groups: Emirati 19%, other Arab and Iranian 23%, South Asian 50%, other expatriates 

(includes Westerners and East Asians) 8%

Languages: Arabic (official), Persian, English, Hindi, Urdu

Religions: Muslim (Islam; official) 76%, Christian 9%, other (primarily Hindu and Buddhist, less than 

5% of the population consists of Parsi, Baha'i, Druze, Sikh, Ahmadi, Ismaili, Dawoodi Bohra Muslim, 

and Jewish) 15%

Human Development Index: 0.827 /1.000 (2014; 40th in the world)

Internet users: 5.2 million as of 2014 (93.2% of population)

Literacy: 93.9% (95.8% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): -8
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy

• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 2.64
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152th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

The Trucial States of the Persian Gulf coast granted the UK control of their defense and foreign affairs 
in 19th century treaties. In 1971, six of these states - Abu Dhabi, 'Ajman, Al Fujayrah, Ash Shariqah, 
Dubayy, and Umm al Qaywayn - merged to form the United Arab Emirates (UAE). They were joined in 
1972 by Ra's al Khaymah. The UAE's per capita GDP is on par with those of leading West European 
nations. Its high oil revenues and its moderate foreign policy stance have allowed the UAE to play a 
vital role in the affairs of the region. For more than three decades, oil and global finance drove the 
UAE's economy. However, in 2008-09, the confluence of falling oil prices, collapsing real estate prices, 
and the international banking crisis hit the UAE especially hard. The UAE has essentially avoided the 
"Arab Spring" unrest seen elsewhere in the Middle East, though in March 2011, political activists and 
intellectuals signed a petition calling for greater public participation in governance that was widely 
circulated on the Internet. In an effort to stem potential further unrest, the government announced a 
multi-year, $1.6-billion infrastructure investment plan for the poorer northern emirates and aggressively 
pursued advocates of political reform.

Economy

The UAE has an open economy with a high per capita income and a sizable annual trade surplus. 
Successful efforts at economic diversification have reduced the portion of GDP based on oil and gas 
output to 25%. Since the discovery of oil in the UAE more than 30 years ago, the country has undergone
a profound transformation from an impoverished region of small desert principalities to a modern state 
with a high standard of living. The government has increased spending on job creation and infrastructure
expansion and is opening up utilities to greater private sector involvement. The country's free trade 
zones - offering 100% foreign ownership and zero taxes - are helping to attract foreign investors. The 
global financial crisis of 2008, tight international credit, and deflated asset prices constricted the 
economy in 2009. UAE authorities tried to blunt the crisis by increasing spending and boosting liquidity 
in the banking sector. The crisis hit Dubai hardest, as it was heavily exposed to depressed real estate 
prices. Dubai lacked sufficient cash to meet its debt obligations, prompting global concern about its 
solvency and ultimately a $20 billion bailout from the UAE Central Bank and Abu Dhabi-emirate 
government that was refinanced in March 2014. Dependence on oil, a large expatriate workforce, and 
growing inflation pressures are significant long-term challenges. The UAE's strategic plan for the next 
few years focuses on economic diversification and creating more job opportunities for nationals through 
improved education and increased private sector employment.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $599.8 billion (2014; 33th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $64,500 (2014; 13th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: 3.6% (2014); 5.2% (2013); 4.7% (2012)

GDP composition: 0.6% agriculture, 58.9% industry, 40.5% services
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Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas 

Budget: $140.6 billion (revenues); $116 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 2.4% (2014)

Exports: $404.7  billion (2014; 16th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil 45%, natural gas, reexports, dried fish, dates

Exports partners: Japan 14.6%, India 11.4%, Iran 10.5%, South Korea 6.2%, Thailand 5.9%, 

Singapore 5.7%, China 4.4%

Imports: $271.7  billion (2014; 21th in the world)

Import commodities: machinery and transport equipment, chemicals, food

Imports partners: China 14.7%, India 14%, US 10.8%, UK 6%, Germany 5.2%

See more about United Arab Emirates on the CIA World Factbook
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Yemen

Overview

Area: 527,968 km2 (50th largest in the world)

Population: 26,737,317  (July 2015 est.; 48th largest in the world)

Capital city: Sanaa

Largest city: Sanaa (2.962 million people as of 2015)

Currency: Yemen rial

Independence: 22 May 1990 (Republic of Yemen was established with the merger of the Yemen Arab 

Republic [Yemen (Sanaa) or North Yemen] and the Marxist-dominated People's Democratic Republic of

Yemen [Yemen (Aden) or South Yemen]); note - previously North Yemen became independent in 

November 1918 (from the Ottoman Empire) and became a republic with the overthrow of the theocratic 

Imamate in 1962; South Yemen became independent on 30 November 1967 (from the UK)

Ethnic Groups: predominantly Arab; but also Afro-Arab, South Asians, Europeans

Languages: Arabic (official)

Religions: Muslim 99.1% (official; virtually all are citizens, an estimated 65% are Sunni and 35% are 

Shia), other 0.9%

Human Development Index: 0.500 /1.000 (2014; 154th in the world)

Internet users: 5 million as of 2014 (19.1% of population)

Literacy: 70.1% (55% among females)

Democracy scores

• Freedom House (2015): 6
Range: 1.0 to 7.0, from free to not free

• Polity IV (2013): 3
Range: -10 to 10, from autocracy to full democracy
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• Economist Intelligence Unit (2014): 2.79
149th in the world.
Range: 0 to 10, from authoritarian regime to full democracy

Brief History

North Yemen became independent from the Ottoman Empire in 1918. The British, who had set up a 
protectorate area around the southern port of Aden in the 19th century, withdrew in 1967 from what 
became South Yemen. Three years later, the southern government adopted a Marxist orientation. The 
massive exodus of hundreds of thousands of Yemenis from the south to the north contributed to two 
decades of hostility between the states. The two countries were formally unified as the Republic of 
Yemen in 1990. A southern secessionist movement and brief civil war in 1994 was quickly subdued. In 
2000, Saudi Arabia and Yemen agreed to delineate their border. Fighting in the northwest between the 
government and the Huthis, a Zaydi Shia minority, began in 2004 and has since resulted in six rounds of 
fighting that ended in early 2010 with a cease-fire. The southern secessionist movement was revitalized 
in 2008. Public rallies in Sana'a against then President SALIH - inspired by similar demonstrations in 
Tunisia and Egypt - slowly built momentum starting in late January 2011 fueled by complaints over high
unemployment, poor economic conditions, and corruption. By the following month, some protests had 
resulted in violence, and the demonstrations had spread to other major cities. By March the opposition 
had hardened its demands and was unifying behind calls for SALIH's immediate ouster. In in late April 
2011. the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), in an attempt to mediate the crisis in Yemen, proposed the 
GGC Initiative, an agreement in which the president would step down in exchange for immunity from 
prosecution. SALIH's refusal to sign an agreement led to further violence. The UN Security Council 
passed Resolution 2014 in October 2011 calling for an end to the violence and completing a power 
transfer deal. In late November 2011, SALIH signed the GCC Initiative to step down and to transfer 
some of his powers to Vice President Abd Rabuh Mansur HADI. Following HADI's election victory in 
February 2012, SALIH formally transferred his powers. In accordance with the GCC initiative, Yemen 
launched a National Dialogue Conference (NDC) in March 2013 to discuss key constitutional, political, 
and social issues. HADI concluded the NDC in January 2014. Subsequent steps in the transition process 
include constitutional drafting, a constitutional referendum, and national elections. Since the Arab 
Awakening in 2011, the Huthis have expanded their influence, culminating in a major offensive against 
military units and tribes affiliated with their Yemeni rivals and enabling their forces to overrun the 
capital, Sana'a, in September 2014. In January 2015, the Huthis attacked the presidential palace and 
President HADI's residence and surrounded key government facilities, prompting HADI and the cabinet 
to submit their resignations. HADI fled to Aden, and in late February he rescinded his resignation. He 
subsequently escaped to Saudi Arabia and asked the GCC to intervene militarily in Yemen to protect the
legitimate government from the Huthis. In late March, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia launched Operation
Decisive Storm, a series of airstrikes against Huthi and Huthi-affiliated forces. In late April, the Saudi 
Government announced completion of the operation and initiated Operation Restoring Hope, which 
focuses on humanitarian aid and a return to political dialogue. As of late April 2015, the Huthis 
controlled much of western Yemen.

Economy

Yemen is a low-income country that is highly dependent on declining oil resources for revenue. Oil and 
gas revenues account for roughly 25% of GDP and 65% of government revenue. Yemen has tried to 
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counter the effects of its declining oil resources and continuing attacks on its oil pipelines by 
diversifying its economy through a 2006 reform program that was designed to bolster non-oil sectors of 
the economy and foreign investment. In October 2009, Yemen exported its first liquefied natural gas as 
part of this diversification effort. In January 2010, the international community established the Friends 
of Yemen group that aimed to support Yemen's efforts toward economic and political reform. In 2012, 
the Friends of Yemen pledged nearly $7 billion in assistance to Yemen. The Yemeni Government also 
endorsed a Mutual Accountability Framework to facilitate the efficient implementation of donor aid. 
The unrest that began in early 2011 caused GDP to plunge almost 11% in that year. Progress toward 
achieving stability has been slow and uneven. Yemen continues to face difficult long-term challenges, 
including declining water resources, high unemployment, severe food scarcity, and a high population 
growth rate. The Yemeni Government regularly faces annual budget shortfalls. In July 2014, the 
government eliminated some fuel subsidies that accounted for approximately 25% of government 
spending in 2013; and in August 2014, the IMF approved a three-year, $570 million Extended Credit 
Facility for Yemen. Deteriorating security restricts economic growth and the provision of government 
services.

GDP (purchasing power parity): $103.6 billion (2014; 82th in the world)

GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $3,800 (2014; 178th in the world)

GDP - real growth rate: -0.2% (2014); 4.8% (2013); 2.4% (2012)

GDP composition: 9.2% agriculture, 26.8% industry, 64% services

Natural resources: petroleum, fish, rock salt, marble; small deposits of coal, gold, lead, nickel, and 

copper; fertile soil in west

Budget: $10.26 billion (revenues); $14.34 billion (expenditures)

Unemployment rate: 27% (2014)

Exports: $7.041  billion (2014; 106th in the world)

Export commodities: crude oil, coffee, dried and salted fish, liquefied natural gas

Exports partners: China 29.4%, South Korea 16%, Thailand 14.7%, India 8.8%, Japan 6.2%, UAE 5%

Imports: $10.39  billion (2014; 99th in the world)

Import commodities: food and live animals, machinery and equipment, chemicals

Imports partners: China 15.5%, UAE 13.4%, India 9.5%, Saudi Arabia 6.3%, Kuwait 4.7%, Turkey 

4.4%

See more about Yemen on the CIA World Factbook
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Figures (Country-level)
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Figure 1. Area (million km2)

Figure 2. Population (million)
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Figure 4. Largest Cities (million)

Figure 3. Urban Population (% population)



Page 79 of 139

Figure 5. Internet and Facebook Users (% population) – Ordered by Internet Users

Figure 6. Internet and Facebook Users (% population) – Ordered by Facebook Users
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Figure 8. Literacy (% population)

Figure 7. Median Age
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Figure 9. Muslims (% population)

Figure 10. Physician & Hospital Bed Density (per 1000 population)
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Figure 11. Fertility & Infant Mortality Rates – Ordered by Fertility Rate

Figure 12. Fertility & Infant Mortality Rates – Ordered by Infant Mortality Rate
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Figure 13. Obesity

Figure 14. Women in National Parliament (percent)
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Figure 15. HDI

Figure 16. EIU Democracy Index & Freedom House
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Figure 18. Polity IV

Figure 17. EIU Democracy Index vs. Facebook Users
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Figure 19. Voice and Accountability

Figure 20. Rule of Law



Page 87 of 139

Figure 22. Corruption Perception (%) 1 – 100: Best

Figure 21. Corruption
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Figure 23. Government Involvement in Religion (GIR)

Figure 24. Government Regulation of Religion of Index (GRI)
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Figure 25. Inflation (%)

Figure 26. Unemployment (% population)
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Figure 27. Poverty Rate (% below $1.25 per day)
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Figure 28. GDP & GDP per capita – Ordered by GDP
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Figure 29. GDP & GDP per capita – Ordered by GDP per capita
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Figure 30. Exports & Imports – Ordered by Exports

Figure 31. Exports & Imports – Ordered by Imports
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Figure 33. Global Competitive Index (1-7; 7:Best)

Figure 32. Manufactured Exports (as % of total exports)
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Figure 34. Oil Reserves & Export (For Middle East Countries)



Page 96 of 139

Figure 35. Oil Reserves & Export (For Top 20)
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Figure 36. Military Expenditure & Personnel
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Figure 37. EIU Democracy Index vs. Military Expenditures (% GDP)

Figure 38. EIU Democracy Index vs. Oil Export



Figures (Aggregated)
All figures in this section are based on aggregated data from World Values Survey, 2010-2014.
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Figure 39. Social Capital
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Figure 40. Poverty
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Figure 41. Religiosity
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Figure 42. Confidence in Institutions
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Figure 43. Approaches to Politics and Democracy
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Figure 44. Cultural Values
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Figure 45. Gender Issues
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Figure 46. Security and Privacy
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Figure 47. Access to Traditional and Digital Media
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Tables

Table 1. Regime Types for Middle East and North African States

State Independence Former colonial holding power Regime type

Algeria 1962 France Republic (since 1962)

Bahrain 1971 Great Britain Monarchy (since 1971)

Egypt 1922 Great Britain
Monarchy (1922-52)
Republic (since 1952)

Iran No colonial rule* None; Qajar dynasty
Monarchy (1925-79)
Islamic Republic (since 1979)

Iraq 1932 Great Britain
Monarchy (1932-58)
Republic (since 1958)

Israel 1948 Great Britain Republic (since 1948)

Jordan 1946 Great Britain Monarchy (since 1946)

Kuwait 1961 Great Britain Monarchy (since 1961)

Lebanon 1943 France Republic (since 1943)

Libya 1951 Italy, France, Great Britain
Monarchy (1951-69)
Republic (since 1969)

Morocco 1956 France, Spain Monarchy (since 1666**)

Oman No colonial rule British Protactorate Monarchy (since 751)

Palestine N/A N/A Status to be determined

Qatar 1971 Great Britain Monarchy (since 1971)

Saudi Arabia 1932 None Monarchy (since 1932)

Syria 1946 France Republic (since 1946)

Tunisia 1956 France Republic (since 1956)

Turkey 1923 None; Ottoman Empire Republic (since 1923)

UAE 1971 Great Britain Monarchy (since 1971)

Yemen 1990 (unification) Great Britain Republic (since 1990)

Source: MacQueen (2013: 86), Lust (2014: 40)

* Iran was occupied by the British and Soviet Union from 1941 to 1946.

** The Alaouite dynasty have ruled Morocco under Ottoman and French Authority since 1666.
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Table 2. Classifications of Regimes for Middle East and North African States

Geddes (1999),
Wright (2008)

Cheibub, Gandhi, and 
Vreeland (2010)

Diamond (2002)

Algeria Military Civilian dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Bahrain N/A Royal dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Egypt Single Party/Personal/Military Military dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Iran Monarchy Civilian dictatorship Competitive authoritarian

Iraq Personal Military dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Israel N/A Parliamentary democracy Liberal democracy

Jordan Monarchy Royal dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Kuwait Monarchy Royal dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Lebanon Single party Military dictatorship Competitive authoritarian

Libya Monarchy Military dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Morocco Monarchy Royal dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Oman Monarchy Royal dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Qatar Monarchy Royal dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Saudi Arabia Monarchy Royal dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Syria Personal/Single party/Military Military dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Tunisia Single party Military dictatorship Hegemonic electoral authoritarian

Turkey Military Parliamentary democracy Ambiguous regime

UAE Monarchy Royal dictatorship Politically closed authoritarian

Yemen Personalist Military dictatorship Competitive authoritarian

Source:  Lust (2014: 119)
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Table 3. US Aid to Middle East and North African States (2011, US$)

Economic aid Military aid Total Ratio of aid to GDP

1 Israel 0 2,994,000,000 2,994,000,000 0.7%

2 Egypt 349,500,000 1,304,300,000 1,653,800,000 1.3%

3 Jordan 362,300,000 315,900,000 678,200,000 6.6%

4 Palestine 416,600,000 133,500,000 550,100,000 4.3%

5 Iraq 325,400,000 146,400,000 471,800,000 0.4%

6 Saudi Arabia 364,000,000 0 364,000,000 0.1%

7 Lebanon 101,600,000 84,800,000 186,400,000 1.2%

8 Yemen 56,300,000 26,600,000 82,900,000 3.1%

9 Morocco 19,000,000 15,100,000 34,100,000 1.3%

10 Tunisia 5,500,000 20,200,000 25,700,000 1.1%

11 Oman 16,100,000 0 16,100,000 0.2%

12 Algeria 8,200,000 1,600,000 9,800,000 0.3%

13 Libya 5,700,000 0 5,700,000 0.1%

14 Turkey 5,400,000 0 5,400,000 0.1%

Source: MacQueen (2013: 227) 

For latest figures, see: http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/208292.pdf
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Table 4. Active Territorial Disputes Involving the States of the Middle East and North Africa

Claimants Disputed territories

Algeria and Libya Algerian-Libyan border

Algeria and Morocco Algerian-Moroccan border

Bahrain and Qatar Fasht ad-Dibal, Qitàt Jaradeh

Egypt and Sudan Bir Tawil, Halaìb Triangle, Wadi Halfa

Iran and the UAE Abu Musa, Greater and Lesser Tunb Islands

Iraq and Iran Shatt al-Arab

Israel, Lebanon and Syria Shebaà Farms

Israel and Palestinian Authority East Jerusalem, West Bank, Gaza Strip

Israel and Syria Golan Heights

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia Qarooh and Umm al-Maradim

Lebanon and Syria Aasal, al-Qaa, al-Qasr, Deir al-Aashayer, Kfar Kouq, Tufail

Morocco and Spain Ceuta, Melilla, Penon de Vélez de la Gomera, Perejil Island

Oman and Saudi Arabia Omani-Saudi border

Oman and Yemen Khuriya Muriya islands

Turkey and Cyprus The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

Turkey and Greece Imia, Kardak, Aegean Sea

UAE and Saudi Arabia UAE-Saudi border

Yemen and Saudi Arabia Yemeni-Saudi border

Yemen and Somalia Socotran Archipelago

Source: MacQueen (2013: 236)
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Table 5. Active Disputes Involving the States of the Middle East and North Africa

State Separatist movement Type Disputed territories

Algeria Mouvement pour l'Autonomie de la Kabylie Separatist Kabylie (N Algeria)

Iran Al-Ahwaz Arab People's Democratic Separatist Khuzestan (SW Iran)

Iran South Azerbaijan National Awakening Movement Separatist Azerbaijan (NW Iran)

Iran Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran Irredentist Kurdistan (W Iran)

Iran Baluchistan People's Party Separatist Baluchistan (S Iran)

Iraq Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Irredentist Kurdistan (N Iraq)

Iraq Kurdish Democratic Party of Iraq Irredentist Kurdistan (N Iraq)

Iraq Iraqi Turkmen Front Separatist Turkmenli (N Iraq)

Morocco POLISARIO Front Separatist Western Sahara

Syria Kurdish Democratic Party of Syria Irredentist Kurdistan (NE Syria)

Turkey Kurdish Workers Party Separatist SE Turkey

Yemen South Yemen Movement Separatist S Yemen

Source: Adapted from MacQueen (2013: 237)
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Table 6. Women in National Parliaments in the Middle East and North Africa, 2015

Country
Women in Lower 
or Single House

Women in Lower 
or Single House 
(%)

Rank Gender Quota?

Algeria 146 31.6 29 Voluntary quotas by parties

Bahrain 3 7.5 124 No

Egypt 10* 2* 138* Legislated candidate quotas

Iran 9 3.1 135 No

Iraq 87 26.5 45 Legislated candidate quotas

Israel 29 24.2 53 Voluntary quotas by parties

Jordan 18 12 107 Reserved seats in the lower house

Kuwait 1 1.5 139 No

Lebanon 4 3.1 135 No

Libya 30 16 90

Morocco 67 17 86
Reserved seats in the lower house;
voluntary quotas by parties

Oman 1 1.2 140 No

Qatar 0 0 141 No

Saudi Arabia 30 19.9 73 No

Syria 31 12.4 105 No

Tunisia 68 31.1 32 Legislated candidate quotas

Turkey 98 17.8 81 No

UAE 7 17.5 84 No

Yemen 0 0 141 No

Source: Lust (2014: 104), Inter-Parliamentary Union (2015)

* November 2011 values (http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/arc/classif311212.htm)
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Table 7. Failed-States Index for Middle East and North African States, 2015
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Yemen 7 15 108.1 100 9.2 9.1 9.4 7.5 8.1 9.3 9.3 8.2 9.1 10.0 9.4 9.5

Syria 9 48 107.9 87.9 8.1 10.0 10.0 7.4 7.0 7.5 9.9 8.2 10.0 10.0 9.9 9.9

Iraq 12 7 104.5 107.3 8.2 8.9 10.0 8.1 7.8 6.9 9.2 7.5 8.9 10.0 9.6 9.4

Libya 25 111 95.3 69.1 5.4 7.4 7.8 6.4 6.1 8.0 9.8 7.5 9.0 9.3 9.1 9.5

Egypt 38 49 90.0 87.9 7.1 6.7 8.7 4.7 6.5 8.1 8.7 5.4 9.8 8.2 9.0 7.1

Lebanon 41 34 88.1 90.9 5.7 9.1 8.6 5.4 5.7 5.9 7.8 5.4 7.2 8.8 9.3 9.2

Iran 44 32 87.2 92.2 5.4 6.5 8.5 6.2 6.1 6.9 8.9 5.0 9.3 8.0 9.4 7.0

Algeria 67 71 79.6 81.3 5.7 6.4 8.2 5.1 6.0 6.4 7.8 5.8 7.1 8.0 7.7 5.4

Israel/West Bank 68 54 79.4 84.6 6.0 7.4 9.7 3.8 6.9 3.9 6.3 5.3 7.4 7.0 8.1 7.6

Jordan 81 90 76.9 77 7.0 8.8 7.7 3.6 5.9 6.3 6.1 4.7 7.6 5.5 6.9 6.8

Tunisia 86 118 75.8 67.6 4.7 4.1 7.8 5.5 5.4 6.6 7.0 4.9 7.0 7.8 8.1 6.9

Morocco 89 90 74.6 77 5.5 5.3 7.1 7.6 6.3 5.3 6.5 5.7 7.0 5.7 6.6 6.0

Turkey 90 89 74.5 77.1 5.5 7.5 9.0 3.7 6.2 5.0 6.3 4.9 6.4 7.7 7.3 5.0

Saudi Arabia 101 87 71.6 77.5 5.8 4.6 7.4 3.7 5.8 4.4 7.8 3.7 9.2 6.4 8.0 4.8

Bahrain 119 133 64.3 58.8 4.6 2.6 7.7 3.5 5.1 3.2 8.4 2.3 7.8 6.7 7.1 5.3

Kuwait 128 125 57.5 61.5 5.1 4.0 4.7 3.1 4.7 3.0 7.3 2.5 7.3 3.9 7.5 4.4

Oman 135 145 52.0 58.7 5.0 2.0 3.0 1.9 4.2 4.5 6.6 3.8 7.5 4.7 6.6 2.2

Qatar 143 139 46.3 51.8 4.3 1.8 4.6 3.1 5.2 2.6 6.0 1.8 6.2 2.5 5.0 3.2

United Arab Emirates 144 137 46.2 52.4 4.5 2.2 3.9 2.5 4.2 2.9 6.6 2.7 7.1 3.1 3.6 2.9

Source: Fund for Peace (2015), Fund for Peace (2010)
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Table 8. Oil Reserves and Oil Dependence

GDP per 
capita (ppp)

Population
(millions)

Oil
Dependence

Oil Reserve
(bby per person)

Kuwait 71,000 2.8 High 37295.6
UAE 64,500 5.8 Moderate 16921.1
Qatar 143,400 2.2 High 11499.8
Saudi Arabia 52,200 27.8 High 9671.3
Libya 15,700 6.4 High 7559.5
Iraq 14,600 37.1 High 3786.1
Iran 17,100 81.8 High 1922.4
Oman 39,700 3.3 High 1673.3
Algeria 14,300 39.5 High 308.5
Syria 5,100 17.1 Moderate 146.5
Yemen 3,800 26.7 High 112.2
Bahrain 51,700 1.3 High 92.5
Egypt 10,900 88.5 Moderate 49.7
Tunisia 11,300 11 Low 38.5
Turkey 19,600 79.4 Low 3.7
Israel 32,700 8 Low 1.4
Jordan 11,900 8.1 Low 0.1
Lebanon 18,000 6.2 Low 0
Morocco 7,600 33.3 Low 0
Palestine 4,900 4.7 Low 0

Source: World Factbook (2015)
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Table 9. HDI

Rank HDI HDI Category
Israel 19 0.888 Very High
Qatar 31 0.851 Very High
Saudi Arabia 34 0.836 Very High
UAE 40 0.827 Very High
Bahrain 44 0.815 Very High
Kuwait 46 0.814 Very High
Libya 55 0.784 High
Oman 56 0.783 High
Lebanon 65 0.765 High
Turkey 69 0.759 High
Iran 75 0.749 High
Jordan 77 0.745 High
Tunisia 90 0.721 High
Algeria 93 0.717 High
Palestine 108 0.686 Medium
Egypt 110 0.682 Medium
Syria 118 0.658 Medium
Iraq 120 0.642 Medium
Morocco 129 0.617 Medium
Yemen 154 0.500 Low

Source:  United Nations Development Programme (2014)
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