GREAT EXODUS OF CHRISTIANS

Thousands Suffered Greatest Hard-
ships to Escape Enemies.

DITATAN. Persia. April 24, (via Petro-
grad to I.ondon. April 26.—The exodus
of from 20,000 to 30,000 Armienians and
Nestorian Christians from Azerbaijan
Province, the massacre of over 1,500 of
those who were unable to flee, the death
{rom disease of 2.000 in the compounds

- firmed.

about 10,(4X) Christians
fled. most of ‘them without money,
redding, or provisions. Vehicles and
camels and donkeys were for hire oniy
at prices at which they might previously
have heen bought.

A majoritvy of the people_ started out
af{oot. through mud Kknee-deep, ACross

left Urumiah

. of the American mission in Urumiah, |
and possibly of an equal number of |
| refugees 1n the Caucasus nave been con- |

YWhen it became known onh the night of
Jan. 1 and 2 that the Russian forces had

the mountain passes in freezing weather.
At Dilman.they were jolned by many
inore trom : Salmas plain.'  But for
Father de Cross of the Roman Catholic
Mission at Hosrova, near here, the dis-
aster might have become historic.. Aftcr
assuring the safety of the sisters of the
mission, Father:de Cross joined the- pil-
grims, and managed to secure bread and
shelter for many of them.. .

~The caravansaries— were so. crowded
that few persons could- lic down 1a
them, and thousands slept in the mud
and the snow. Children were born on
the roadside or in the corner of-a
caravansary. - L

Arriving “at Julfa, on the Russian
border, passport difficulties ddded -to
the troubles of the fleeing people. Mad-
dened women threw their children into
the Araxes River or into pools in order
to end their sufferings from cold and
hunger. .- : ' A

Father de Crogs had to put his back
against a wall to fight off the famished"
mob when he began distributing bread.
The. mud and cold and the shelterless
nights, during which the -garments of
the refugees were frozen knee high,
continued for three weeks, until the
people were. slowly dispersed by rail.
Meantime, hundreds of them had not
slept under a roof or -near a fire. .

Isaae- Yonan, a graduate of the Louis-
ville (IXy.) Theological Seminary, -was
among the refugees. Ie kept a diary,
of the happenings during the exodus.
This relates that.among the refugees
from Urumiah were an old man and his
two daughters-in-law, with their six chil-
dren, three of them babes In arms. - The
oldest child was 9 years old. They were
eight days on the way, averaging twen-
tv miles daily through the mud. The
old man became stuck fast in a pool and
at his own request was left there to
die. One woman save birth to a child
during the march and an hour afteward
was again plodding along with the other
refugees. . | _ o

Two of the children were lost in a
caravansary, but were taken up by, Cos-
sacks along with 7torty other persons.
The -soldiers displayed great humanity,
often giving up their horses to the
women. _

One young woman - carried her father
for five days, when he died. A woman
was found dead by the roadside with
her infant, still living, wrapped up in
her clothing. . ..

In a single day twenty persons died
in the railway station at Nakhitchevan,
across the border in Russia. The con-
tire casualties aggregated hundred§.
People died iunheeded and unmournea.
in fact. those who died scemed to be
'envied by the living. |
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