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THE ASSASSINATION OF A RACE

THE HOPES AND THE THREATENED FATE

HE Armenfans In Torkey be-

fore the present onalnught

upon them puamberad about twa
miliians, but their imporiance in tha
ampire ia not to bo measured by
their numbers. [ntellectually and
physically they are vastly superior
to the Turks, In education, enter-
prise, industry and love of home they
surpasas all the other races. Among
all the peoples of Turhey theay have
bean the quickest to catch the aplrit
af modern education and twentieth
pentury progreas. Within the last
fifty years in the eastern part of
Turkey wholly, and in & Emeasurs
thruout the empire, they have been
the artizans, the leadern in the
learned profesatona and promobera
of commércial enterprises,

This ancient and proud-apirited
race, conscioas of it own innate &u-
periority, ambitious to edocate ita
children, Christian in its religion,
and eager for progress, cherished
the hope of an independent Armenis
rodatablished upon the ruins of ita
anclent kingdom.

For thirty years & few of thé more
hot-headed youth, both within and
withiout the country, have carried on
& revolutionary propaganda that was
as hopeleas of sueseaainl achisvement
ma it was foolidh in organization, The
load talk of some of thess revalu-
tlomary leaders frightened Abdal
Hamid into a nightmars of massacre
and brought untodd suffering apon
innccent heads, There has besn com-
paratively Fttle of this In more
recent years, but the fear of thia
apgressive, succesaful, prolifiz and
industrious Christlan racs never
departed from the ecoumcils of the
Mehammedana,

When Turkey amtered into this
war, the Armenians enliated in large
numbers and showed themaelves loval
Ottomans, For some reason ot exe
plained—poma say because of Ger-
man prejedice—arms wara gradually
taken away {rom them and they wers
set to other taaks.

Early In March the Eusajans were
drawing dewn toward Van, whers,
aa has already been stated, the Ar-
menians are unusually strong. The
Governar of Van waa Jevdet Ber, a
brother-in-law of Enver Pasha, who,
with Talaat Bey, contralled the fate
ef -Turkey, The Armenian men of
Yan hﬂllrxuﬂﬂvd their services to
the Govarmor, who, under pretanses
of gratitude, tried to condwet the
leaders ints an ambush for their de-
struction. Thres of the five leadera
and spokesmen for the Armeninns
wers killed, bat twoe eacaped. These
rallied thelr followers while Jewdet

Juad af the bHeee whem 1 seema thal
tha tyranny of the Turk {1 about be
ba Broken and fhe submergéd Chris-
tiam peoples piven an appariunity fo
devefop o mational dile of Cheir oaon,
the farvible mews comea 10 wa dhat
the Armenfans are being massacred,
dirpersed and snrlaved iwtlh the ob-
Jeed of exmbtirpalimg fhe race before
the howr of thair deliverames koa
ecomg. fn am edilerdal om ansbher
page of this tarue wy consider what
thia meane fo the wordd. We hawe
ales asked ome wha {8 bebler dne
fermad en Eha Armenian problem
than any alhar man in. Ameriao o
exrplain who the Armanizns ares and
what sight be mads of them f the
Féd hamd of dke oardesin cam be
ptayed. Om gecount of Al eficdal
panilion ond eloss rFelafiona ik
the people now endamgered. it i
naceakary [0 concenl Che moma uI
fhe ouwthor, Bul wa oS8R Podd

j_'nrr his oom high stand-
ingy and tfethfelsens —TuE EoiToR.

called out his troopa and enlisted the

services of the Kurda to annihilate
them. For fiva weeks they main=
tained their poaition, uetil the Rus-
siana gntered the eity and the Turks
flad to the west,

Thia atternpt of the Armeniana to
dofend their lives agninat treachery
and open atisck seemed to awaken in
the Turka a generation of slumber-
ing wrath. From that hoar, so far as
the leadera at Constantinople were
eoncerned, thes Armepinns were
doomed to extinction thruoot the
length and bresdth of the Empire
Mot anly were men and boys impris-
oned withoot charge, snsassinated,
tortared bevond comprehenaion, amd
kilked, aingly or in gooups, but the
wamen were ravished, girla carried
imnbo Moslem slavery, and entire
towns—what remained after the
slsughtor—aent acroda hupdreds of
milea of country, without propara-
tlon for the joorney, to dis Hke ani-

wpon the road thro diseass,
starvation amd repeated attacks by
their guards or other rufans, and
ultimately miserably to perish i the
deasrta of northern Arnbia,

This process of destruction, bégun
lnst March, I3 new going on, accopd-
ing to indisputable evidence of erad-
itable eye witnoases recently come
piled from suthentie decuments by
. apecial committes designated to
that task, and recently made public.
Conatantinople is threatened, and the
150,000 Armenlans in that eity may
any day ba atarted wpon their death
m::lru:h ko the desert.

ur Ambasandor, Dr. Morgentsau,
at Conatantinople, 1 doing all in hia

OF THE ARMENIANS

power to stay the groesome tide of
death, and we pote with gratiflea-
tion that the poblic sentiment stirred
by & knowledge of this tragedy ia
maving the President to pentest in
the name of humanity against soch
crimes against efvilization.

If the Central Powers win in thia
war over the Allies, Turkey will be-
come & (rerman provimce, in which the
Armenians would find acant place.
Officiala at Constantinople have de
clared that the Greeks alas must fol-
low in the same path, s0 that when
Germany betomes master of Asia
Mirnor, no stray races glaiming the
lamd &8 inherently belonging to them
thru centuries of oecupatlon, and
dreaming of posalble (ndependent
principalities, will be there to chal-
bemge the German right of occupas-
&¥. The HKurds could ba easily sob-
diaed and the Turks would have no
spirit to rosist. Some have gone so
far aa to declars that the present at-
tack uponm the Armenians is but the
first step in the preparntion of the
promised land for the incoming hoats.

On the other hand, if Constani-
nople capitalatea to the Allies, and
the two men who dreve Turkey inte
war and rule her today with an iron
hand snd their Cerman advisers are
shorn of their power, there is reason
to axpect that the Turks an o whole
will aue for pence, as muabtitudes of
them today keenly desire to do.

We can hardly conceive of any
powar's favoring the perpetuation of
Turkey in any form, after this ghast-
Iy exhibit of Meslem Incapacity to rube
alien peoplea or even Mohammedans,
At opce then will and must begin
the repatristion of the exiled Arme-
nians and Greeka, for the Greeks also
in & measurs are sulfering the same
troatmont. This will be an exponaive
task, but the civilized world must
unite to achieve it. There are said
to he 300,000 refuge Armeniana in
Ruasia and more than half that num-
ber in Paraia. In their return natur-
ally the moat of them will drift back
ta the land of Anclent Armenia,
where in & few pears it will be poasi-
ble to ereate, under the protection of
ona or mare friendly powers, an ai-
tapemous Armenin, In western Aasia
Minor, where the Greeks predom.
imate, a Greek principality would ba
the natural oateome.

We have reason to expect that faol-
lowing this baptism of fre and blasd,
Agin Minor, fresd from Turkish doms-
inatlon, will becoms a pll.r:n in which
non-Moslem races may, for the fArst
time in & century, live In peace and
enjoy the proaperity due their quiet,
constructive Industry.



